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FBI  Report  Inconclusive 
on  Timothy  Lee  Death 


High  Court 
Ruling  Will 
Protect  PWAs 


By  Kim  IVestheimer 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  a  deci¬ 
sion  lauded  as  a  victory  by  AIDS 
activists,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled 
March  3  that  handicapped  people 
who  have  a  contagious  disease  are 
protected  by  federal  handicap  law. 

The  Court’s  ruling  stems  from 
the  case  of  Gene  Arline,  a  Black 
teacher  who  was  fired  from  a 
Nassau  County,  Florida  elemen¬ 
tary  school  because  she  had  tuber¬ 
culosis.  The  case  has  been  closely 
watched  by  AIDS  activists,  and 
although  it  did  not  specifically  deal 
with  a  person  with  AIDS,  many  of 
the  briefs  submitted  on  both  sides 
brought  up  AIDS  issues. 

Arline,  who  was  fired  in  1979, 
charged  that  the  Nassau  County 
school  board  violated  section  504 
of  federal  handicap  law.  Section 
504  states  in  part  that  “no  other¬ 
wise  qualified  handicapped  in¬ 
dividual  in  the  United  States  . . . 
shall,  solely  by  reason  of  his  han¬ 
dicap,  be  excluded  from  participa¬ 
tion  in,  be  denied  the  benefits  of, 
or  be  subjected  to  discrimination 
under  any  program  or  activity 
receiving  Federal  financial 
assistance.’’ 

Crucial  in  the  Court’s  7-2  ma¬ 
jority  decision  was  their  rejection 
of  the  school  board’s  claim  that 
Arline  was  not  protected  by  sec¬ 
tion  504  due  to  the  contagious 
nature  of  tuberculosis.  Justice 
William  Brennan  wrote  in  the  ma¬ 
jority  opinion  that  “the  con¬ 
tagious  effects  of  a  disease  can 
[not]  be  meaningfully  distinguish¬ 
ed  from  the  diseases’  physical  ef¬ 
fects  on  a  claimant  in  a  case  such  as 
this.  Arline’s  contagiousness  and 
her  physical  impairment  each 
resulted  from  the  same  underlying 
condition,  tuberculosis.  It  would 
be  unfair  to  allow  an  employer  to 
seize  upon  the  distinction  between 
the  effects  of  a  disease  on  others 
and  the  effects  of  a  disease  on  a  pa¬ 
tient  and  use  that  distinction  to 
justify  discriminatory  treatment.’’ 


Brennan  also  addressed  Con¬ 
gress’  intent  when  writing  section 
504  to  protect  “the  handicapped 
from  discrimination  stemming  not 
only  from  simple  prejudice,  but 
from  ‘archaic  attitudes  and  laws’ 
and  from  ‘the  fact  that  the 
American  people  are  simply  un¬ 
familiar  with  and  insensitive  to  the 
difficulties  confront[ing]  in¬ 
dividuals  with  handicaps.’  ’’ 

The  Court’s  opinion  dramat¬ 
ically  differs  from  a  Justice 
Department  brief  which  contends 
that  employers  can  discriminate 
against  people  with  AIDS  if  they 
“believe’’  that  the  disease  could  be 
transmitted  to  other  employers. 
AIDS,  which  is  classified  as  a  com¬ 
municable  disease,  is  not  con¬ 
tagious  through  air  borne 
organisms,  as  is  tuberculosis. 

Brennan  backed  off  from  the 
discussion  of  AIDS  in  a  footnote 
which  stated  that  protection  under 
section  504  may  not  extend  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  a  contagious  disease 
but  no  physical  handicap.  “The 
case  does  not  present,  and 
therefore  we  do  not  reach,  the 
questions  whether  a  carrier  of  a 
contagious  disease  such  as  AIDS 
could  be  considered  to  have  a 
physical  impairment,  or  whether 
such  a  person  could  be  considered, 
solely  on  the  basis  of  con¬ 
tagiousness  a  handicapped  person 
as  defined  by  the  Act.” 

“Any  reading  of  this  decision 
makes  it  clear  that  AIDS  will  be 
covered  under  federal  handicap 
discrimination  law,”  said  Kevin 
Cathcart,  executive  director  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD).  “With  the 
definitions  and  parameters  they  set 
up  there  is  no  way  AIDS  could  get 
out  of  it.” 

While  every  state  but  Delaware 
has  some  form  of  handicap  dis¬ 
crimination  law,  the  Supreme 
Court  interpretation  of  the  federal 
Continued  on  page  3 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 
CONCORD,  CA  —  A  heavily 
censored  FBI  report  concerning 
the  hanging  death  of  Timothy  Lee 
asserts  that  his  death  was  not 
related  to  the  stabbing  attack  on 
two  Black  men  by  two  whites 
wearing  Ku  Klux  Klan-type  robes. 
Both  incidents  occurred  on  the 
evening  of  November  2,  1985,  in 
Concord,  a  predominately  white 
suburb  east  of  San  Francisco.  The 
findings  of  the  FBI  investigation, 
prompted  over  a  year  ago  by  a 
local  chapter  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Colored  People  (NAACP), 
corroborate  with  the  assessment 
of  the  county  coroner  that  the 
two  men  in  Klan-type  robes  were 
arrested  and  already  in  police 
custody  at  the  time  of  Lee’s  death. 

However,  the  recently-released 
FBI  report  fails  to  verify  the  Con¬ 
cord  police  conclusion  that  Lee’s 
death  was  a  suicide.  Many  people, 
including  Lee’s  family  and  civil 
rights  and  gay  rights  activists, 
believe  that  Lee  —  a  23-year-old 
Black  gay  man  —  was  murdered. 
A  rash  of  evidence  supports  this 
claim,  including  the  testimony  of 
a  handwriting  analyst  that  a 
suicide  note  found  near  his  body 
was  not  written  by  Lee,  that  the 
names  of  his  brother  and  sister 
were  misspelled  in  the  note,  that 
there  were  suspicious  marks  on  his 
body,  and  that  a  couple  living 
near  the  site  of  Lee’s  death  heard 
screams  during  the  night.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  Nos.  31,  39) 

A  second  Black  person  was 
found  dead  from  hanging  in  the 
neighboring  suburb  of  Lafayette 
on  June  24,  1986.  Like  Lee,  Jac¬ 
quelyn  Peters  was  found  hanging 
from  a  tree  and  ruled  a  suicide  by 
local  authorities.  In  this  case, 
Peters’  family  did  not  contest  the 
ruling,  but  an  activist  group  form¬ 
ed  in  the  wake  of  Lee’s  death,  the 
Coalition  Against  Racist,  Sexist, 
and  Anti-gay  Attacks  (CARGA), 
believes  that  Peters  was  lynched 
for  becoming  too  vocal  and  active 
in  protesting  racial  harrassment. 


She  had  reportedly  begun  organiz¬ 
ing  in  response  to  Lee’s  death. 
Suspicious  circumstances  also  sur¬ 
round  Peters’  death,  such  as  her 
absence  for  24  hours  before  being 
discovered  and  a  suicide  note  that 
was  not  found  until  two  days  after 
her  death.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  14, 
No.  9) 

The  NAACP  is  not  challenging 
the  sucide  ruling  in  Peters’  case,  in 
accordance  with  family  wishes, 
though  they  continue  to  pursue  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
Lee’s  death.  Others,  like 
CARGA,  believe  the  two  hangings 
are  linked  and  have  pushed  for 
further  exposure  of  the  motives 
behind  the  alleged  murders.  Ac¬ 
tivists  in  New  Orleans  are  also 
organizing  ongoing  efforts  to  de¬ 
mand  that  investigations  continue. 

Still,  the  release  of  the  FBI 
report  appears  to  have  garnered 
little  attention  and  has  not  renew¬ 
ed  public  interest  in  the  cases. 

NAACP  activist  Thordie  Ashley 
believes  the  FBI  investigation 
was  very  thorough,  according  to 
an  article  in  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  of  January  27,  1987.  She  is 
disturbed,  however,  that  only  35 
pages  of  the  original  141  in  the 
report  were  released  by  the 


By  Nancy  De  Luca 

VINCENNES,  IN  —  The  new 
Knox  County  prosecutor,  Jerry 
McGaughey,  claims  a  “gay 
murder  cult”  has  arisen  in  this  city 
of  35,000  people.  Local  activists 
say  efforts  to  find  the  alleged 
killers  has  resulted  in  a  gay  witch¬ 
hunt. 

According  to  Kathy  Farris, 
President  of  Justice,  Inc.,  a  state¬ 
wide  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights 
group,  prosecutor  McGaughey’s 
murder  cult  allegations  and  subse¬ 
quent  investigation  stem  from  the 
death  last  year  of  an  18-year-old 
gay  man. 

The  gay  man,  Brent  Brand, 
reportedly  attended  a  mostly  gay 
party  last  May  in  Vincennes,  and 
then  disappeared.  Another  man 
who  attended  the  party,  Jim 
Leyendecker,  claims  he  and  Brand 
stayed  downstairs  talking  after  the 
hosts  went  to  bed.  The  two  of 
them  fell  asleep,  and  Leyendecker 
woke  to  find  Brand  dead.  He 
drove  to  Lawrence  County,  Il¬ 
linois  and  dumped  the  body  in  a 
ditch.  Since  Brand  was  known  as.a 
runaway,  friends  apparently 
didn’t  become  concerned  about 
his  absence  for  several  days.  Even¬ 
tually  concerns  arose, 
Leyendecker  came  forward,  and 
the  body,  badly  decomposed,  was 
found  a  week  after  the  party. 

Examinations  by  the  county 
coroner  and  a  forensic  pathologist 
failed  to  find  a  cause  of  death.  Of¬ 
ficials  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  in¬ 
vestigated  the  incident  and  found 
no  evidence  of  foul  play. 
Leyendecker  has  since  been  in¬ 
dicted  for  driving  with  a  suspend¬ 
ed  license,  obstruction  of  justice, 
and  criminal  recklessness  for  his 
role  in  the  matter. 

In  January  of  1987, 
McGaughey  became  the  new 


Department  of  Justice.  The 
deleted  material  is  justified  by  the 
Freedom  of  Information 
guidelines  that  allow  the  e.xcision 
of  information  from  confidential 
sources.  Consequently,  stated 
Ashley,  “The  report  is  so  cen¬ 
sored  that  it’s  ludicrous.  I  had 
been  hoping  for  information  that 
was  conclusive  that  Timothy  Lee’s 
death  was  due  to  other  parties, 
known  or  unknown.  We’ll  just 
continue  to  try  to  get  information 
from  any  source  we  can.” 

Ashley  explained  that  although 
the  FBI  report  was  mostly  in¬ 
conclusive,  it  has  now  come  to  the 
attention  of  U.S.  Assistant  At¬ 
torney  General  William  Bradford 
Reynolds  who  is  pursuing  further 
investigation  through  their  civil 
rights  division.  She  expects  to  hear 
more  definite  results  from  their 
findings  within  several  months. 

Western  Regional  Director  of 
the  NAACP,  Virna  Canson, 
agrees  with  Ashley  that  the  FBI  in¬ 
vestigation  may  neither  help  nor 
hinder  further  efforts  to  assure 
justice  in  the  Lee  case.  Canson  did 
specify  that  the  NAACP’s  initial 
concern  over  Lee’s  death  led  to  a 
broad  examination  of  racially- 
Continued  on  page  3 


county  prosecutor  and  reopened 
the  case  by  linking  the  death  to 
what  he  called  a  “gay  murder 
cult.”  Using  the  Knox  County 
Daily  News  (a  newspaper  which 
Farris  says  “makes  the  National 
Enquirer  look  like  the  En¬ 
cyclopedia  Britannica”)  as  a 
mouthpiece,  he  has  fed 
homophobic  panic  to  west-central 
Indiana.  Residents  should  be 
wary,  he  told  the  Daily  News,  of  a 
“large  and  growing  homosexual 
community”  in  Vincennes.  He 
further  stated  that  this  rise  in 
numbers  of  gay  people  is  linked 
with  the  “rise  in  pornography.” 
McGaughey  calls  the  open-house 
Brand  attended  on  the  day  he 
disappeared  an  “illicit  gay  sex  par¬ 
ty.” 

Convinced  Brand’s  death  in¬ 
volves  a  cult,  he  has  also  linked 
the  case  to  a  local  murder  of  a 
woman  in  1975,  in  which  a  person 
confessed  to  having  sexually 
assaulted  and  stabbed  the  victim, 
and  tied  her  to  a  chair  in  a  burning 
building.  McGaughey  claims  both 
might  be  “cult  murders  involving 
drugs  and  homosexual  assault.” 

McGauhey  has  convened  a 
grand  jury  and,  in  violation  of 
state  law,  has  made  most  pro¬ 
ceedings  public.  According  to 
Michael  Gradison  of  the  Indiana 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  the  law  re¬ 
quires  absolute  confidentiality  by 
the  prosecutor.  McGaughey  has 
subpoenaed  the  men  who  attend¬ 
ed  the  party,  and  made  their 
names  public  in  the  press.  Ap¬ 
parently  as  a  result,  two  of  them 
have  lost  their  jobs. 

On  February  22,  the  house 
where  the  party  was  held,  which 
was  currently  rented  to  college 
students  having  no  link  with  the 
Continued  on  page  3 


Charges  of  racist  admission  policies 

Lesbians  Picket  Shescape 


By  Nancy  De  Luca 

NEW  YORK  —  Approximately  50  picketers  pro¬ 
tested  the  allegedly  racist  admission  policy  of 
Shescape  Productions  at  the  company’s  most  recent 
event.  Responding  to  organizing  efforts  by  the 
Coalition  of  Outraged  Lesbians  (COOL), 
demonstrators  braved  the  bitter  cold  on  February  15 
to  express  their  anger  and  to  distribute  leaflets  to 
women  who  planned  on  attending  the  dance  spon¬ 
sored  by  Shescape  at  Club  1018  in  Manhattan. 

Shescape  is  a  producer  of  women’s  events  and 
until  recently,  owner  of  a  lesbian  club.  Since 
October  of  1985,  Black  and  Latina  lesbians  have 
reported  difficulties  in  gaining  entrance  to  Shescape 
events.  Some  of  the  women  organized  COOL  to 
publicize  the  actions  of  Shescape  and  many  have  fil¬ 
ed  complaints  against  the  company  with  the  New 
York  City  Commission  on  Human  Rights.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  28) 

At  the  February  15  event,  according  to 
demonstrators,  Shescape  positioned  two  Black 
women  at  the  door  of  Club  1018,  and  while  one 
offered  to  take  the  C(X)L  leaflet  and  dispose  of  it, 
the  other  handed  out  a  “Letter  to  Our  Customers” 
from  the  owners  of  Shescape.  The  letter  expresses 
the  astonishment  pf  the  owners  at  finding 
themselves  the  object  of  allegations  of  racism.  The 
owners  stress  their  open  door  policy,  and  their  desire 


to  amicably  resolve  the  matter.  The  letter  refers  to 
the  accusations  against  Shescape  as  “lies,  distor¬ 
tions  and  misinformation”  and  as  “negative  at¬ 
tacks”  which  “can  only  work  to  the  detriment  of  all 
of  us  by  making  our  already  small  community  in¬ 
finitely  smaller  and  less  cohesive.” 

Although  COOL  members  haa  difficulty  in 
dissuading  women  from  attending  the  event,  they 
have  found  owners  of  other  clubs  to  be  supportive 
of  their  efforts.  Managers  of  The  Saint,  a  gay  bar  in 
lower  Manhattan,  allowed  COOL  members  to 
distribute  flyers  publicizing  the  picket  at  their  bar  on 
the  night  before  the  demonstration.  The  Saint’s 
Marc  Berkeley  told  GCN  the  bar  has  held  Shescape 
events,  but  will  no  longer  do  so. 

The  women  who  filed  complaints  with  the  New 
York  City  Commission  on  Human  Rights  have 
found  action  slow.  A  fact-finding  conference  for 
one  complaint  was  held,  with  no  decision  rendered, 
and  another  fact-finding  conference  has  been 
postponed.  Charles  Brack,  who  is  handling  the  com¬ 
plaints  at  the  Commission,  has  decided  to  con¬ 
solidate  ail  of  the  complaints  of  racism  against 
Shescape  Productions,  but  would  not  say  when 
another  fact-finding  conference  will  be  held. 

— filed  from  Boston 


Prosecutor  Hunts 
Gays  in  Indiana 
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quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  believe  that  sex  is  rampant  in  our  pris¬ 
ons.  I  will  not  issue  condoms.” 

—  Michael  V.  Fair,  the  Massachusetts  Corrections 
Commissioner,  responding  to  the  announcement  that 
Vermont  began  giving  condoms  to  prisoners  who  ask 
for  them  on  February  27,  Boston  Globe,  March  4, 1987. 

*  *  * 

The  Corrections  Commissioner  of  Vermont, 
Joseph  J.  Patrissi,  told  the  Globe  he  will  defend  his 
decision  to  dispense  condoms  as  a  means  of  prevent¬ 
ing  the  spread  of  AIDS  “no  matter  how  many  bullets  I 
have  to  deflect  around  it.”  He  added,  “Who’s  kidding 
who?  For  a  corrections  official  to  say  that  homosex¬ 
uality  doesn’t  exist  in  a  jail  facility  is  totally  ab¬ 
surd.  . .  [It]  does  exist,  notwithstanding  the  rules. . . 
I’m  not  condoning  homosexuality  but  I’m  not  going  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  best  medical  practices,  because  I 
don’t  want  this  deadly  disease  in  my  system.” 

Besides  Mass.  Commissioner  Fair,  detractors  of 
the  condoms-to-prisoners  plan  include  the  Maryland- 
based  American  Correction  Association.  Executive 
Director  Anthony  Travisono  stated,  “If  proper  supervi¬ 
sion  is  maintained,  there  would  be  no  need  to 
distribute  contraceptives  because  there  would  be  no 
homosexual  activity.” 

There  have  been  no  confirmed  cases  of  AIDS  in 
Vermont’s  six  regional  jails.  The  decision  to  dispense 
condoms  was  triggered  by  a  male  prisoner’s  contra- 
tion  of  syphilis  earlier  last  month. 

There  have  been  11  cases  of  AIDS  in  Mass, 
prisons,  including  two  deaths  last  month.  In  the  U.S. 
prisons  as  a  whole,  there  have  been  1,232  confirmed 
AIDS  cases. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


most-obviously-written-by-a- 
(straight)  man 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Taber’s  Cycopedic 
Medical  Dictionary,  1977,  received  off  our  back’s 
“Most-obviously-written-by-a-man”  award.  The  dic¬ 
tionary  defines  the  function  of  a  vagina  as  “a  passage 
for  the  intromission  of  the  penis,  for  the  rception  of 
semen,  and  for  the  discharge  of  the  menstrual  flow; 
and  the  passage  through  which  the  fetus  is 
delivered.” 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


gay  man  claims  harassment, 
death  threat 

SOUTHBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  member  of  a 
neighborhood  watch  group  called  the  Gay  Police  has 
filed  charges  against  a  police  officer  with  the  state 
Attorney  General’s  Civil  Rights  Unit. 

Mark  White  claims  that  Detective  Michael 
Stevens  of  the  Southbridge  Police  has  harassed  him 
and  threatened  his  life.  White’s  run-ins  with  Stevens 
allegedly  occurred  following  an  incident  with 
Stevens’  sister  who  manages  a  Salvation  Army  Store 
in  Southbridge. 

According  to  White,  following  a  conversation 
with  Marianne  Stevens  regarding  discrimination  by 
bthe  Southbridge  Police,  he  was  told  that  he  would  be 
arrested  and  put  in  Detective  Stevens’  hands  if  he 
ever  shopped  in  the  store  again. 

Both  Detective  Stevens  and  his  sister  deny  the 
charges.  Marianne  Stevens  said  that  although  she 
knows  White  has  been  in  the  store  a  few  times,  she 
only  saw  him  once  for  about  twenty  seconds.  White 
was  in  the  store  yelling,  she  said.  “I  couldn’t  make 
head  or  tails  of  what  was  going  on.”  White  was  not 
barred  from  the  store,  she  added.  “If  one  person 
prefers  one  sex  over  that  other,  that’s  fine.  It’s  pro¬ 
bably  even  better  for  him.  I  believe  everyone  has  in¬ 
dividual  rights.” 

Detective  Stevens  refused  to  address  the 
specifics  of  his  interactions  with  White.  “This  man  is 
nothing  but  a  thorn  in  my  side,”  he  said.  “I  have 
nothing  against  him.  He’s  just  using  his  gayness  as  a 
front  for  other  problems.”  Stevens  claimed  that  White 
had  had  similar  “problems”  with  police  in  Fort 
Lauderdale  and  Houston. 

White  says  he  will  organize  around  his  case  and 
will  work  to  publicize  discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  One  of  his  goals  is  to  pressure  police 
forces  into  hiring  openly  gay  and  lesbian  police  of¬ 
ficers.  In  addition,  he  says  he  wants  to  recruit  more 
gay  activists  for  his  work  through  an  announcement 
in  Drummer,  a  S/M  magazine.  He  said  he  is  looking  for 
people  who  are  willing  to  fight  physically. 

“If  [lesbians  and  gay  men]  all  at  the  same  mo¬ 
ment  torch  every  city,  we’re  talking  about  terrorist  ac¬ 
tivity.  If  we  have  to  [we’ll  do  this]  to  make  our  point,” 
said  White. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


hiv  testing  for  immigrants 

EL  PASO,  TX  —  The  Immigration  and  Naturaliza¬ 
tion  Service  (INS)  will  force  “aliens”  seeking  amnesty 
under  the  new  immigration  reform  law  to  undergo 
medical  examinations  to  determine  if  they  have  AIDS 
or  other  contagious  diseases,  according  to  the  San 
Francisco  Sentinel. 

Homosexuals,  prostitutes,  communists, 
members  of  “radical  fringe”  groups  and  convicted 
felons  will  be  excluded  from  the  amnesty  program, 
according  to  Al  Guigni,  director  of  the  INS  office  in  El 
Paso.  All  applicants  will  be  required  to  take  the  HIV 
antibody  test.  A  positive  test  result  could  lead  to 
questions  about  the  applicant’s  sexual  orientation  or 
intravenous  drug  use,  Guigni  said. 

— Kathryn  Diaz 


Introducing... 


■  ^  Censorship 
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rally  against  Canada  customs 

BOSTON  —  In  protest  of  the  ongoing  seizures  of 
lesbian  and  gay  books  by  Canada  Customs,  a  picket 
will  be  held  outside  the  Canadian  Consulate  here  on 
March  12. 

Since  May  1985,  under  the  auspices  of  Memoran¬ 
dum  D9-1-1,  Canada  Customs  has  stated  that 
literature  describing  or  depicting  “sodomy”  is 
degrading,  dehumanizing  and  obscene.  Classifica¬ 
tion  of  such  literature  has  been  used  to  detain  over 
100  lesbian  and  gay  publications  and  books  bound  for 
Canada  from  the  U.S.  in  the  last  year.  Books  seized  in¬ 
clude  w6rks  by  Oscar  Wilde,  John  Lehman  and  JoAnn 
Loulan. 

Lesbian  and  gay  book  stores  have  felt  the  brunt 
of  Customs’  actions.  Last  summer  $10,000  worth  of 
books  destined  for  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  a  lesbian  and 
gay  book  store  in  Toronto,  were  detained  by  Customs. 
In  December  a  $10,000  shipment  of  books  was 
prevented  from  reaching  Little  Sisters,  a  lesbian  and 
gay  book  store  in  Vancouver. 

Glad  Day  Bookshop  took  Customs  to  court  in 
January  of  this  year  over  the  banning  of  the  book  The 
Joy  of  Gay  Sex  by  Edmund  White  and  Dr.  Charles 
Silverstein. 

Most  recently.  Customs  seized  five  titles  by 
Alyson  Publications,  including  In  the  Life:  A  Black 
Gay  Anthology,  edited  by  Joseph  Beam. 

Picketers  on  March  12  will  make  the  following 
demands:  the  immediate  return  of  all  seized  books 
and  other  publications  to  their  rightful  and 
designated  recipients;  the  immediate  withdrawal  of 
Memorandum  D9-1-1  and  legislative  prohibition  of 
Canada  Customs’  arbitrary  and  capricious  power  to 
seize  publications. 

The  demonstration  will  begin  at  12:30  p.m.  at  3 
Copley  Place.  For  more  information  call  Boston’s 
Glad  Day  Bookshop  at  (617)  524-0144. 

*  .  *  * 

Workers  at  Red  Book,  a  progressive  bookstore  in 
Jamaica  Plain,  are  also  planning  a  protest  of  Cana¬ 
dian  Customs  seizures.  For  information  on  the  action 
to  take  place  March  10  and  11  at  the  Quebec  govern¬ 
ment  office  exchange  place  in  Boston,  call  Red  Book 
on  Saturday,  March  7  or  Tues.,  March  10  at  (617) 
522-1464. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


a  homo  just  18”  away 

TORONTO  —  Eight  thousand  members  of  the 
Canadian  Armed  Forces  have  been  polled  on  their 
feelings  about  admitting  gay  people  to  the  military, 
according  to  the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail. 

Commenting  on  the  survey  which  was  con- 
ucted  by  the  military.  General  Terrence  Liston 
claimed  that  the  armed  forces  have  unique  problems 
when  it  comes  to  the  question  of  whether  to  end 
discrimination  against  gay  people.  For  example,  in 
the  crowded  conditions  on  board  a  ship,  “it  means 
you’re  going  to  have  a  homosexual  18  inches  away 
from  you  when  you  go  to  bed.” 

In  a  commentary  on  the  poll,  also  in  the  Globe 
Mail,  Alan  Stewart  asked,  “Would  the  government 
validate  the  stupidity  of  bigotry  by  taking  a  survey  if 
the  bigotry  in  question  were  against  any  group  other 
than  homosexuals?  Probably  not.” 

—  Martin  Heggestad 


gay  men’s  info  exchange 

MILLVILLE,  NJ  —  A  gay  men’s  information  ex¬ 
change  civil  rights  hotline  has  just  begun  here.  The 
hotline  number  is  (609)  825-6046.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  you  can  also  contact  Harry  Estell  at  701  N.  8th 
St.,  Millville,  NJ  08332. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


a  medal  and  a  discharge 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  “  When  I  was  in  the 
military  they  gave  me  a  medal  for  killing  two  men  and 
a  discharge  for  loving  one.”  This  inscription  appears 
on  a  larqe  black  granite  headstone  in  a  prominent 
Congressional  cemetery  here.  Inscribed  above  the 
epitaph  are  the  words,  “A  Gay  Vietnam  Veteran.” 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  the 
headstone  which  is  inlaid  with  two  pink  triangles, 
belongs  to  a  man  still  living.  The  man,  whose  identity 
is  undisclosed,  wants  the  stone  to  serve  as  a  symbol 
for  those  U.  S.  citizens  who  played  a  role  in  the  coun¬ 
try’s  history,  but  who  remain  ignored. 

The  stone  is  placed  close  to  the  plot  of  J.  Edgar 
Hoover.  Cemetary  officials  approved  the  headstone 
without  complaint. 

—  Sharon  Haase 


legacy  of  hardwick 

GAINESVILLE,  GA  —  Two  men  were  recently 
fined,  placed  on  probation,  and  ordered  to  perform 
comrTjunity  service  after  a  state  court  found  them 
guilty  of  violating  the  Georgia  sodomy  law  upheld  last 
year  in  Bowers  v.  Hardwick. 

According  to  a  UPl  report,  28-year-old  Bill 
Stewart,  of  Cleveland,  Georgia  was  sentenced  in 
December  to  200  hours  of  community  service,  ordered 
to  pay  a  $1,000  fine,  and  placed  on  probation  for  10 
years. 

Doyle  Lamar  Self,  61,  of  Jackson  County,  was 
sentenced  to  100  hours  of  community  service,  fined 
$1,000,  and  placed  on  probation  for  seven  years. 

—  Kathryn  Diaz 


dignity  booted 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Several  chapters  of  Dignity, 
the  lesbian  and  gay  Catholic  organization,  have  been 
feeling  repercussions  from  the  Vatican  letter  of  last 
October  which  strongly  condemned  homosexuality 
and  the  gay  movement. 

Bishops  in  Pensacola,  Fla.  and  Buffalo,  N.Y.  are 
no  longer  allowing  local  Dignity  groups  to  meet  in 
church  facilities,  and  groups  in  Atlanta,  Cincinnati, 
and  Dayton,  Ohio  may  soon  face  similar  restrictions, 
according  to  the  Advocate.  In  addition  the  New  York 
Times  has  reported  that  the  Bishop  of  Brooklyn,  Fran¬ 
cis  J.  Mugavero,  has  announced  that  he  will  no  longer 
allow  any  group  that  condones  homosexual  activity 
to  use  the  diocese’s  churches,  hospitals,  or  colleges 
for  meetings  or  religious  services. 

Dignity  national  president  Jim  Bussen  said,  “It’s 
a  travesty  for  the  bishops  to  enforce  this  terrible  letter 
from  Rome,”  and  urged  local  Dignity  chapters  to  take 
a  “strong,  militant  stand”  against  the  position  of  the 
church  hierarchy. 

—Martin  Heggestad 


queers  fill  out  ranks  of  catholic  clergy 

CHICAGO  —  The  number  of  gay  priests  and 
brothers  appears  to  be  on  the  rise,  according  to 
seminarians  and  clergy,  reports  In  These  Times.  Mar¬ 
quette  University  ethics  professor  Dan  Maguire,  who 
was  a  priest  on  the  faculty  of  a  seminary  in  the  ’60s 
said  the  trend  is  “not  out  of  the  goodness  of  Rome’s 
heart.  Rather,  they’ve  been  short  on  priests  for  the 
last  decade  or  so,  and  this  is  Rome’s  way  of  filling  the 
bill.”  Maguire  added  that  there  used  to  be  great  con¬ 
cern  if  a  candidate  showed  “a  hint  of  gayness.  If  the 
guy  was  not  sufficiently  athletic,  he  could  be  booted.” 
According  to  Maguire,  it  was  only  when  the  bishops 
reaiized  that  they  would  soon  have  no  priests  that 
they  began  admitting  gay  men. 

Maguire  also  stated  that  allowing  gay  men  to 
become  priests  clarifies  a  hierarchy  of  those  con¬ 
sidered  “misfits”  by  the  Cathoiic  church.  “The  church 
will  take  gay  men  [as  priests]  before  they’il  take  mar¬ 
ried  men  who  are  ‘tainted’  by  women.  Both  of  these 
groups  will  be  preferable  to  taking  women.  This  — 
and  the  fact  that  the  hierarchy,  iike  society,  has  a  view 
of  gay  men  being  effeminate  and  therefore  inferior  — 
makes  me  think  that  at  the  bottom  of  most  of  this  is 
more  than  a  bit  of  misogyny.” 

—  Kathryn  Diaz 


news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 


■  Gay  Community  News,  March  8-14,  1987  •  Page  3 


Sable  Lost  the  Race,  But  Chicago  Gays  Won 


By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

CHICAGO  —  The  unexpected¬ 
ly  strong  showing  by  openly  gay 
candidate  Ron  Sable  in  the  race 
for  alderman  of  the  44th  ward  has 
increased  the  clout  of  Chicago’s 

News  Commentary 

increasingly  active  lesbian/gay 

community. 

Ultimately,  incumbent  Bernie 
Hansen’s  political  “machine,” 
support  from  the  conservative 
voters  on  the  ward’s  west  edge, 
and  a  coat-tail  effect  from  Jane 
Byrne’s  mayoral  campaign  com¬ 
bined  to  give  him  his  narrow  but 
sufficient  margin  over  Sable.  But 
the  strength  of  the  Sable  effort 
was  a  victory  in  itself,  as  was  last 
summer’s  unsuccessful  campaign 
to  pass  a  lesbian/gay  rights  bill  in 
Chicago’s  city  council.  Although 
the  mayoral  primary  and  49  other 


aldermanic  elections  took  place  on 
the  same  day,  the  Sable/Hansen 
race  was  the  focus  of  significant 
media  attention  as  a  test  of  the 
newly  emergent  “gay  vote”  here. 

Sable’s  ability  to  put  together  a 
strong,  professional  campaign  was 
matched  by  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity’s  enthusiastic  support. 
Over  $150,000  was  raised,  more 
than  5,000  voters  registered  and, 
finally,  47  percent  of  the  vote  was 
won;  this  is  far  and  away  the  most 
impressive  effort  a  gay  candidate 
has  ever  made  in  this  city. 

Hansen  garnered  900  votes  of 
his  total  1,200  vote  margin  in  just 
eight  of  the  ward’s  60  precincts, 
those  on  the  ward’s  west  edge. 
The  west  edge  neighborhood  is 
populated  by  ethnic,  blue-collar 
whites  and  Hansen’s  machine  is 
strongest  there,  as  is  homophobic 


Gay  Bash 
Trial  Proceeds 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Ongoing  at¬ 
tempts  to  use  the 
Massachusetts  civil  rights  law 
on  behalf  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  continued  here  with  the 
trial  of  Jeffrey  Nelso.n  and 
Jonathan  Miller.  Nelson  and 
Miller  are  accused  of  assaulting 
Jason  Schneider,  a  gay  man. 

While  the  District  Court 
Judge  Gordon  Martin  did  not 
release  a  verdict  at  the 
February  25  trial,  he  did  con¬ 
clude  that  the  facts  were  suffi¬ 
cient  to  warrant  a  finding  on 
the  assault  and  battery  charges. 
Martin  said  he  wanted  more  in¬ 
formation  on  the  civil  rights 
aspect  of  the  case  and  asked 
for  defense  and  prosecution 
lawyers  to  submit  briefs  sup¬ 
porting  their  cases  by  the  end 
of  this  month.  The  trial  is 
scheduled  to  be  continued  on 
April  3. 

Massachusetts  Civil  Rights 
Law  includes  two  statutes:  one 
which  specifies  that  it  is  illegal 
to  attack  a  person  because  of 
their  race,  color,  religion  or  na¬ 
tional  origin  and  one  which 
states  that  “no  person.  .  .  shall 
wilfully  injure,  intimidate  or 


interfere  with,  or  attempt  to  in¬ 
jure,  intimidate  or  interfere 
with,  or  oppress  or  threaten 
any  other  person.  . 

Frank  Santisi,  the  assistant 
district  attorney  in  the  case, 
has  argued  that  the  latter  law 
deserves  a  broad  interpretation 
which  would  warrant  penaliz¬ 
ing  gay  bashers. 

The  attorneys  for  the  defen¬ 
dants  claim  that  since  there  is 
no  state  legal  protection  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  the  civil 
rights  law  can  not  be  used  in 
this  case. 

Schneider  said  he  was  ap¬ 
palled  at  the  tactics  used  by  the 
defense  during  the  trial.  “1  weis 
asked  twice  if  1  made  sexual 
advances  [towards  the  defen¬ 
dants]  and  if  I  asked  them 
home.  It  floored  me.  [They 
were  trying  to]  blame  the  vic¬ 
tim.” 

The  first  case  in  which  a 
judge  ruled  that  the  civil  rights 
law  can  be  used  to  prosecute 
people  charged  with  gay 
bashings  is  currently  under  ap¬ 
peal.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  14,  No. 
31). 


Supreme  Court  Ruling 


Continued  from  page  I 

law  is  important  because  it  fills  in 
gaps  left  open  by  state  laws,  said 
Arthur  Leonard,  president  of  the 
New  York  Bar  Association  for 
Human  Rights.  Alabama,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Idaho  and  Mississippi  have 
laws  which  only  protect  govern¬ 
ment  employees.  Section  504  can 
be  used  to  protect  students  in 
public  schools,  hospital  patients 
and  employees  of  any  agency  or 
organization  which  receives 
federal  funding. 

Court  cases  seeking  to  ex,empt 
people  with  AIDS  from  protection 
by  state  handicap  laws  have  been 
attempted  unsuccessfully  in  35 
states. 

The  Supreme  Court’s  decision 
will  provide  necessary  reinforce¬ 
ment  for  this  trend,  said  Cathcart, 
because  “state  handicap  discrim¬ 
ination  law  tends  to  track  federjil 
law  closely.  If  this  case  was  lost,  I 
could  see  potentially  a  whole  string 
of  losses  from  state  courts  pulling 
back  from  interpretations  of  state 
laws.” 

“The  most  significant  aspect  of 
the  decision  is  the  Court’s  repudia¬ 
tion  of  the  Justice  Department’s 
fear  of  contagion  theory,”  said 
Nan  Hunter,  director  of  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  project  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union. 
“The  Supreme  Court  made  [it 
clear]  that  workers  covered  under 
federal  law  cannot  be  denied  jobs 


and  racist  sentiment.  These 
precincts  had  the  highest  turnout 
in  the  ward  (about  80  percent); 
many  probably  turned  out 
specifically  to  vote  against 
mayoral  incumbent  Harold 
Washington,  a  Black  liberal,  but 
stayed  to  vote  against  Sable  as 
well. 

In  contrast,  the  middle  of  the 
ward,  heavily  populated  by  yup¬ 
pies,  lesbians/gay  men  and  people 
of  color,  voted  for  Sable,  but  not 
by  the  same  heavy  margins  the 
western  precincts  gave  Hansen. 
Sable  and  Hansen  split  the 
lakefront  precincts  (rich  yuppies 
and  senior  citizens),  with  Hansen 
winning  a  slight  edge.  “Looking 
at  these  figures  now.  I’m  not  sure 


that  there’s  anything  that  we 
could  have  done,”  said  Joe 
Alongi,  a  Sable  campaign  staffer. 
“Nothing  we  could  do  would 
touch  that  west  side  machine.” 

The  near  victory  is  still  con¬ 
sidered  good  enough  news  by 
much  of  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity.  “This  has  legitimized  the 
gay  vote,  shown  that  a  gay  aider- 
man  is  possible,”  said  Tracy 
Bairn,  editor  of  the  Chicago  les¬ 
bian/gay  paper.  Windy  City 
Times.  “There  will  be  a  gay  aider- 
man  soon,  perhaps  after  the  next 
election  [in  1992].” 

Sable’s  47  percent  showing  is 
said  to  have  shocked  victor  Bernie 
Hansen.  “Hansen  started  getting 
really  nervous  during  the  last  week 


New  resource  for  women  of  color 

Inner  Voices 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Since  August  of 
last  year,  Nancy  E.  Knox  and 
LaVon  Hardison  have  been 
planning  a  publication  that  will 
“show  off  the  writing  of 
women  of  color.”  The  pub¬ 
lication,  Inner  Voices,  may  be 
available  by  April  of  this  year 
and  will  serve  as  a  networking 
tool  for  both  lesbian  and 
straight  women  of  color. 

The  soon-to-be  quarterly  is 
looking  for  submissions  of 
poetry,  lyrics,  essays  and  “all 
types  of  literary  mediums,”  for 
its  upcoming  issue,  according 
to  Hardison.  Submissions  from 
women  of  color  who  have  not 
been  published  before  are  par¬ 
ticularly  sought,  she  noted. 
Calendar  listings  will  also  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  publication. 

Hardison  and  Knox  are  look¬ 
ing  for  more  women  of  color 
who  want  to  become  involved 
in  the  Inner  Voices  collective, 
particularly  Latina  and  Asian 
women.  Volunteers  for  a  board 


of  directors  are  also  needed; 
Cambridge  activist  Renae  Scott 
has  agreed  to  fill  one  slot.  The 
local  group  Women  for  Econ¬ 
omic  Justice  will  be  the  pub¬ 
lication’s  fiscal  sponsor. 

For  the  time  being,  women 
working  to  produce  Inner 
Voices  want  to  keep  their 
magazine’s  focus  open.  Har¬ 
dison  said  the  first  issue  and 
possibly  the  second  may  center 
on  women  of  color  defining 
what  feminism  means  to  them. 
Hardison  added  that  she  hopes 
Inner  Voices  will  help  fill  a 
vacuum  of  resources  for  Bos¬ 
ton  women  of  color.  “Once  in 
a  while  someone  will  put  out  an 
issue  regarding  women  of  col¬ 
or,”  she  said,  “but  we  felt  the 
need  for  a  more  regular 
publication  to  be  out  there.” 

Submissions  and/or  dona¬ 
tions  for  Inner  Voices  may  be 
sent  to  FOI,  P.O.  Box  543, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238. 


of  the  campaign.  He  started  per¬ 
sonally  handing  out  his 
literature,”  said  Bairn.  “In  the 
future  1  think  he’ll  have  to  act 
more  ‘independent,’  more 
liberal.”  Hansen  has  already 
made  a  point  of  strongly  re-stating 
his  support  for  the  gay  rights  bill 
defeated  in  the  city  council  last 
summer. 

The  strong  Sable  showing  is 
also  seen  by  many  outside  the 
community  as  a  victory  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  “At  city  hall 
they’re  amazed  that  a  ‘queer’ 
almost  beat  Bernie  Hansen,”  said 
Alongi.  “Very  few  incumbents 
lost  in  this  round  of  elections,  and 
Hansen  was  close  to  being  one  of 
them.”  The  mass  media  of  the 
Chicago  area  focused  on  the 
Sable/Hansen  race  as  a  litmus  test 
of  the  gay  vote  in  the  same  fashion 
that  a  couple  of  key  Latino  wards 
were  watched  to  assess  the  Latino 
vote.  Prior  to  last  summer,  major 
papers  like  the  Sun  Times  and  the 
conservative  Tribune  routinely  ig¬ 
nored  the  lesbian/gay  community, 
exceot  to  print  the  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  those  arrested  in  bar 
raids.  This  winter  they  publicly 
asked  the  question  “Is  there  a  gay 
vote?”  And,  to  judge  by  the  sweat 
on  Hansen’s  brow,  the  answer  is 
“yes.”  Nor  have  they  seen  the  last 
of  it.  A  tight  mayoral  race  is  pen¬ 
ding.  Sable  may  run  again  in  1992; 
there  is  talk  of  forming  a  les¬ 
bian/gay  PAC  and/or  a  broad- 
based  lesbian/gay  Democratic 
electoral  group. 

The  Sable  campaign  reflects  the 
growing  strength  and  maturity  of 
Chicago’s  lesbian/gay  communi¬ 
ty.  “The  44th  ward  used  to  be  just 
a  big  closet-by-the-Lakefront,” 
said  one  activist.  “Now  no  one 
can  afford  to  ignore  us.”  If  the 
gay  rights  bill  had  come  and  gone, 
“gay  clout”  wouldn’t  be  an  issue. 
But  instead  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity  has  continued  to  organize, 
to  reach  out  for  publicity  and 
power:  the  gay  rights  bill  last  sum¬ 
mer,  the  “gay  dollar”  campaign 
of  the  fall,  the  Sable  campaign  of 

Continued  on  page  12 


FBI  Report  Inconclusive  on  Lee’s  Death 

Continued  from  page  I 


based  on  prejudice  or  ignorance.” 

“The  Court  [ruled]  that  myths 
and  fears  about  a  disease  can  be  as 
handicapping  as  its  actual  physical 
limitations.  This  message  has  a 
special  meaning  for  the  millions  of 
Americans  who  are  at  risk  for 
AIDS-related  discrimination,” 
added  Hunter. 

The  Court,  citing  insufficient  in¬ 
formation,  did  not  rule  as  to 
whether  Arline  should  be 
reinstated  in  her  job.  Drawing 
from  information  filed  in  an 
American  Medical  Association 
brief,  the  court  determined  that 
factors  to  be  considered  in  such 
further  inquiry  should  include, 
“[findings  of]  facts,  based  on 
reasonable  medical  judgments 
given  the  state  of  medical 
knowledge,  about  (a)  the  nature  of 
the  risk  (how  the  disease  is 
transmitted),  (b)  the  duration  of 
the  risk  (how  long  is  the  carrier  in¬ 
fectious),  (c)  the  severity  of  the 
risk  (what  is  the  potential  harm  to 
third  parties)  and  (d)  the  pro¬ 
babilities  the  disease  will  be 
transmitted  and  will  cause  varying 
degrees  of  harm.” 

Chief  Justice  William  Rehn- 
quist,  joined  by  Justice  Antonin 
Scalia,  wrote  the  dissenting  opi¬ 
nion  for  the  court.  Rehnquist 
argued  that  contagious  diseases 
are  not  covered  by  section  504. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


motivated  violence  in  the  largely 
white  Contra  Costa  County, 
where  Concord  and  Lafayette  are 
located. 

“In  terms  of  overall 
conditions,”  says  Canson,  “we’re 
looking  at  problems  of  racial 
slurs,  violence  as  it  relates  to 
students  in  the  schools,  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  illegal  aliens  —  our  con¬ 
cerns  have  extended  out  in  many 
directions.” 

These  concerns  have  spurred 
new  efforts  by  local  residents  to 
combat  homophobia  as  well  as 
racism.  Last  week.  Concord’s 
newly  formed  Human  Relations 
Commission  proposed  that  the  city 
adopt  a  gay  rights  ordinance. 
Some  community  factions  ob¬ 
jected,  however,  and  the  City 
Council  diluted  the  measure  into  a 
general  advocacy  of  civil  rights 
without  specific  mention  of  gay 
people. 

Although  CARGA  is  not  cur¬ 
rently  meeting,  some  members  of 
the  coalition  are  still  involved  in 
keeping  alive  the  memory  of  the 
hangings.  Julie  Twichell  of 
Revolting  Lesbians  said  her  group 
would  like  to  help  organize  a 
large-scale  march  in  Concord 
similar  to  protests  happening  in 
Forsyth  County,  Georgia.  She 
said  she  is  disturbed  by  the  lack  of 
activism  around  the  issue  in  the 
Bay  Area. 

Kevin  Roe  of  San  Francisco’s 
Community  United  Against 
Violence  (CUAV)  also  noted  that 
interest  in  the  Lee  and  Peters 
hangings  appears  to  have  waned 
in  the  Bay  Area.  He  attributes  this 
to  a  lack  of  new  information 
about  the  cases.  Roe  also 
speculates  that  increasing  murders 


of  gay  men  in  San  Francisco  and 
other  larger  cities  may  over¬ 
shadow  the  Contra  Costa  County 
deaths. 

Andrea,  a  Black  lesbian  activist 
from  New  Orleans,  also  expressed 
concern  that  attention  seems  to  be 
falling  away  from  what  she  con¬ 
siders  the  lynchings  of  Lee  and 
Peters.  She  and  her  partner  Diana 
are  working  to  inform  people,  in 
the  U.S.  and  abroad,  about  the  in¬ 
cidents.  They  have  sent  out  over 
6000  pieces  of  mail,  placed  open 
letters  in  newspapers  an4  continue 
to  serve  as  a  clearing  house  of  in¬ 
formation  and  press  clippings. 
Andrea  cites  two  more  hangings 
of  Black  men  in  August  1986,  one 
in  San  Jose  and  one  near  San 
Diego,  as  further  examples  of 
racist  atrocities  that  are  under¬ 
reported  by  the  media. 

“We  want  to  continue  to  bring 
attention  to  these  cases,”  she  says, 
so  that  people  will  know  about 
them,  and  think  and  feel  about 
them.” 

Andrea  explained  that  a  lack  of 
funds  puts  a  constraint  on  their 
work.  “But  we’re  trying  to  launch 
a  spring  effort  to  do  a  memorial 
service  on  the  first  anniversary  of 
Peters’  death  in  June.  We  want  to 
express  our  outrage,  and  our 
grave  concern  about  the  deaths.” 

She  continued,  “It’s  very 
bizarre.  I’m  living  in  New 
Orleans,  in  the  city  of  Mardi  Gras, 
where  Black  unemployment  is 
around  33  percent,  white 
unemployment  is  around  19  per¬ 
cent  and  people  are  just  very,  very 
afraid  and  very  angry.  It’s  real 
hard  to  see  everyone  desperate 
and  to  see  the  kind  of  violence 
that  breeds  in  this  situation.  I’m 


just  real  scared  for  us  all.” 

Andrea  and  Diane  prefer  to  use 
their  first  names  only.  They  may 
be  contacted  at  P.O.  Box  791058, 
New  Orleans,  LA  70179-1058. 


Murder  Cult 

Continued  from  page  I 

previous  occupants,  burned  to  the 
ground  due  to  faulty  wiring.  A 
young  man,  Kyle  Huser,  was  kill¬ 
ed  in  the  fire.  McGaughey  has 
suggested  that  Huser  was  involved 
in  the  murder  cult,  and  that  the 
house  was  burned  down  to  destroy 
evidence.  McGaughey’s  basis  for 
suggesting  the  link  to  the  cult  is 
that  Huser  wore  an  earring. 

On  February  28,  Justice,  Inc. 
and  the  Indiana  Civil  Liberties 
Union  held  a  press  conference  in 
Indianapolis  to  publicize  and 
hopefully  halt  the  actions  of  the 
prosecutor.  According  to 
Gradison,  there  has  been  a  real 
turn-around  in  the  more  responsi¬ 
ble  media  in  the  area  since  the 
conference.  The  Vincennes  Sun 
Commercial  newspaper  condemn¬ 
ed  the  wave  of  homophobia  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  prosecutor. 

Although  the  press  conference 
was  extremely  well  covered,  with 
reporters  and  television  crews 
from  a  variety  of  stations, 
McGaughey  has  told  Gradison 
that  he  secretly  made  a  tape  recor¬ 
ding  of  the  conference.  The  pro¬ 
secutor  says  he  plans  to  play  it  for 
the  grand  jury. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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GCN  Moving  Update 

(WE  NEED  YOU!) 

We  found  a  space!  It's  great:  wheelchair  accessible,  at  a  reasonable 
rent,  on  the  Orange  and  Green  lines,  and  in  a  building  with  other  good 
groups  (a  gay  theater  company,  an  advocacy  center  for  homeless  women, 
and  Local  26  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers'  Union).  As  of  March  30,  we 
will  be  at  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston  MA  02116.  (Make  a  note  of  it!)  It's 
between  Appleton  and  Chandler  Sts.  in  the  South  End.  Our  phone  number 
will  remain  the  same,  but  our  phones  will  be  out  of  service  Friday  March  27. 

We  need  your  help  to  fix  up  the  space  and  to  move.  Dates  to 
remember: 

Saf.  &  Sun.  March  21  &  22,  from  10  a.m.  on:  CLEANING/RENO¬ 
VATING  PARTY  at  62  Berkeley  St. 

Sat.  &  Sun.  March  28  &  29,  from  10  a.m.  on:  MOVING  PARTY  from 
167  Tremont  St.  to  62  Berkeley  St. 

We  need: 

•  painting  and  cleaning  supplies  and  building  materials  (or  leads  on  inex¬ 
pensive  supplies) 

•  music  and  food  for  both  weekends 

•  people  to  sweep,  paint,  move  light  boxes,  etc. 

•  carpenters 

•  someone  skilled  at  installing  a  water  air-conditioner  (for  the  typesetting 
machine) 

We  need  help  on  these  two  weekends,  and  before.  Please  call  and  sign 
up  for  whatever  you  can  do.  Remember,  we  are  your  community 
newspaper  and  we  need  your  help  to  make  it  through  this  move. 

And  last  but  not  least,  if  you  are  unable  to  appear  in  person  and  are  in 
a  position  to  donate  money,  you  will  receive  our  undying  (well,  long- 
lasting,  anyway)  gratitude.  This  move  is  costing  GCN  a  bundle,  at  a  time 
when  our  finances  are  already  extremely  tight.  You  can  send  donations  to: 
GCN  Move,  167  Tremont  St,  Boston  MA  02111. 

Thank  you!!! 


we  did  it! 
(thank  you) 


combatting  teen 
pregnancy 

Dear  GCN: 

Governor  Dukakis’  opposition  to  providing 
state  funds  to  any  school-based  health  clinic 
which  distributes  contraceptives  is  faulty  on  two 
major  counts.  First,  he  is  mistaken  in  implying 
that  anyone  other  than  competent,  licensed 
health-care  professionals  will  be  dispensing  con¬ 
traceptives  in  any  of  the  currently  proposed 
school-based  clinics.  Second,  while  Dukakis  has 
stated  his  support  for  community  autonomy  in 
deciding  the  nature  of  local  teen  pregnancy 
prevention  programs,  he  has  proposed  to 
withhold  funding  from  individual  communities 
which  choose  to  include  birth  control  as  one  way 
to  combat  teen  pregnancy. 

Existing  programs  in  other  states  (that  include 
distribution  of  contraceptives)  demonstrate  in¬ 
spiring  initial  successes  in  preventing  teen 
pregnancy.  In  the  1981-1984  Baltimore  Program, 
there  was  a  decline  of  30  percent  in  the  pregnancy 
rate  of  those  students  enrolled  in  the  program, 
but  an  increase  of  58  percent  in  pregnancy  rate 
among  those  students  who  did  not  have  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Contraceptive  distribution  is  not  the  only 
answer  to  the  alarming  teen  pregnancy  rate,  but  it 
can  be  an  integral  part  of  a  successful  program  to 
combat  unwanted  pregnancies.  Governor 
Dukakis  should  allow  individual  communities  to 
design  and  implement  pregnancy  prevention  pro¬ 
grams  that  best  fit  their  individual  needs.  These 
communities  should  all  be  eligible  for  funding 
from  the  Teen  Challenge  Fund. 

Sincerely, 

Wendy  Raymond 
Somerville,  MA 
Debra  B.  Segal 
Cambridge,  MA 

Kansas  gay  culture 
society  needs  help 

Dear  GCN: 

Hello,  once  again.  Me  and  my  cellmate,  Tim 
Goodwin,  are  in  the  process  of  several  different 
items  of  interest  in  which  we  need  support  and  ad¬ 
vice: 

(1)  Tim  is  in  the  process  of  filing  a  petition  for  im¬ 
mediate  release.  He  is  scared  of  being  beaten  or 
other  things  for  this  due  to  the  fact  that  the  peti¬ 
tion  brings  out  a  lot  of  things  that  have  been  hap¬ 
pening  to  him. 

(2)  We  are  also  building  up  a  42  USC  case 
concerning  conditions  of  confinement:  and, 

(3)  We  are  trying  to  get  a  group  started:  The  Kan¬ 
sas  Gay  Culture  Society. 

Due  to  these  efforts  we  are  both  in  fear  of 
serious  harassment,  beating,  etc.  We  need  the  gay 
community  to  be  aware  of  this  so  that  maybe  we 
can  lower  the  risk  of  harm  to  us  if  they  (the  of¬ 
ficials)  know  we  are  in  touch  with  many  people 
outside.  (Please  write  us;  even  just  a  few  words.) 

We  have  already  been  shook  down  (last  night) 
and  had  the  state  typewriter  taken  today,  so  we 
can’t  type  up  our  lawsuit. 

We  need  advice  and  moral  support. 

Thank  you, 

(Kansas  Gay  Culture  Society,  Secretary] 

Steve  Warehime 
Box  2  —  42278 
Lansing,  KS  66043 


no  chemotherapy 
for  gays 

Dear  GCN: 

The  administration  here  is  denying  me  the 
treatment  of  chemo-therapy  for  my  cancer  due  to 
the  fact  of  my  being  a  Jiomosexual.  They  say 
that’s  not  the  case,  but  there  was  a  doctor  here 
who  is  gay  and  he  told  me  so.  Matter  of  fact  he 
hasn’t  been  here  in  over  three  months  and  I 
believe  the  reason  for  that  exists  because  he  has 
continually  helped  me  and  my  lover  whenever  he 
could  with  medical  needs  as  well  as  sexual 
lubricants  and  the  guards  here  have  witnessed  this 
on  a  couple  of  occasions  and  reported  him.  He  is 
a  brother  and  we  talked  about  things  only  a 
brother  would  understand,  ya  know  what  I  mean! 

I  hope  you  can  assist  me  cuz  1  need  the  support 
very  bad  of  my  brothers  and  sisters.  I  need  them 
now.  I’m  down  and  I  can’t  beat  these  guards  and 
administration  alone. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration, 

Adam  Osborn 

40400  A&T  East  114 

PO  Box  2 

Lansing,  KS  66043 


Dear  GCN: 

Well,  I  guess  we  did  it!  Or  I  should  say,  you  did 
it.  Without  your  outside  help  I  could  not  have  had 
any  hope  on  this.  [This  prisoner,  with  some  help 
from  GCN  readers  and  the  ACLU  of  Virginia, 
protested  the  censorship  of  GCN  and  won.]  So, 
first,  please  renew  my  subscription  and  RUSH  me 
the  next  issue! 

Also,  I  had  a  lot  of  prisoners  and  people  off  the 
streets  write  me  and  tell  me  they  were  writing  let¬ 
ters  in  my  behalf  to  the  department  of  corrections 
on  their  banning  GCN.  Could  you  print  some  sort 
of  write-up  on  this  matter  expressing  my  thanks 
for  their  help.  I  want  people  to  know  that  when 
we  pull  together  we  can  make  things  happen.  Plus 
I  can’t  begin  to  write  all  those  people,  for  the 
postage  would  be  more  than  I  have. 

Thank  you,  again, 

Diane  Johnson 
106474, 

Rt  1  Box  207-C, 

Lawrenceville,  VA  23868 

ask  before 
representing  us 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  January  11-17  GCN  Speaking  Out  essay, 
Felice  Shays  reminded  the  gay  and  progressive 
communities  of  the  need  for  a  “Commitment  to 
Accessibiity.”  She  signed  the  letter  on  behalf  of 
numerous  affinity  groups  of  the  Pledge  of 
Resistance,  including  the  Nichole  Hollander  Fan 
Club.  She  promised  these  affinity  groups  would 
hold  upcoming  events  in  places  that  were 
wheelchair  accessible,  and  would  provide 
hearing-impaired  interpreters  and  childcare. 

While  the  Nichole  Hollander  Fan  Club  agrees 
with  her  sentiments,  we  must  point  out  she  is  not 
representing  us.  She  had  never  discussed  these 
issues  with  any  member  of  our  affinity  group.  In 
fact,  we  had  no  knowledge  of  the  piece  until  it  ap¬ 
peared  in  print. 

We  are  a  small  and  committed  affinity  group. 
We  organize  activities  for  ourselves  and  our 
geographic  community.  In  addition,  we  co¬ 
sponsor  or  help  out  with  other  affinity  groups’ 
events.  While  we  will  continue  to  keep  ourselves 
aware  of  making  events  as  accessible  as  possible, 
we  know  this  will  not  always  be  the  case. 

We  want  to  make  it  clear  our  objection  is  not 
with  the  inability  to  fulfill  Ms.  Shays’  promises, 
but  that  it  is  inappropriate  and  irresponsible  for 
anyone  to  sign  our  name  without  consulting  us  as 
individuals  or  as  a  group  first. 

Signed, 

The  Nichole  Hollander  Fan  Club  Affinity  Group 
Boston,  MA  . 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


You  could  be  the  proud  owner  of 


GCN  Raffle  Tickets! 


and  win  fun  and  valuable  prizes 
while  supporting  GCN\ 

Prizes  include:  VHS  HiFi  VCR  and  Color  TV  •  Weekend 
in  Provincetown,  donated  by  Travel  Management,  Inc. 
($100  value)  •  Free  movie  rental  and  club  membership  to 
The  Movie  Place  •  Tape  of  Desert  Hearts  from  Arborway  Video 
and  Sound  ($90  value)  •  One  year  membership  to  Bodyworks 
Gym  (for  women/men,  $285  value)  •  Tickets  to  opening  of 
Women  in  Theater  Festival,  Boston  •  and  more! 

Drawing  will  be  held  at  Le  Gay  Cabaret,  An  Evening  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Entertainment,  Saturday,  March  14  at  Paine  Hall,  Harvard  (see  back  page  for 
more  information).  Ticket  holders  need  not  be  present  to  win. 


RAFFLE  TICKET  ORDER  FORM 


Please  send  me . 


tickeKs)  at  1/$1 , 7/$5,  and  15/$10. 


I  enclose  a  check  or  money  order  for . 

Name^ _ 

Address _ _ 

City,  State _ 


Phone. 


I  Mail  to:  GCfV  Raffle,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 


Zip. 


LE  GAY  CABARET  TICKET  ORDER  FORM 


Please  send  me _ tickets)  at: 

□  $25  or  more/sponsor  □  $1 0/contributor 

□  $7/regular  □  $5/low  income 

(Tickets  purchased  shortly  before  concert  will  be  held  at  door.) 
Name  _ _ 


I  Address  _ 
!  City,  State . 


Mail  to:  GC/V Cabaret,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 


Zip. 
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Community  Voices 


another  voice  on  nica  and  queers 


Dear  CeV: 

I  can  not  even  begin  to  find  the  words  to 
express  my  outrage  upon  learning  from  Gerry 
Scoppcttuolo’s  letter  (GCV,  Jan.  18-24)  that 
some  gays  are  still  supporting  the  homophobic 
Cuban  regime  through  the  Venceremos  Brigade. 
It  is  wrell  established  that  the  Castro  government 
has  imprisoned  countless  gays  and  lesbians  for 
simply  being  gay  or  lesbian.  It  comes  down  to  a 
simple  question:  If  someone  was  beating  you  up, 
would  you  not  only  not  fight  back  but  continue  to 
aid  the  person  who  was  beating  you  up?  Any  gay 
or  lesbian  with  even  a  shred  of  self  respect  would 
answer  this  question  with  a  resounding  no.  We  do 
see  behavior  on  the  personal  level  that  is 
analogous  in  many  abused  women  who  continue 
to  love  and  try  to  help  their  abusers.  This 
continued  supptort  of  the  Cuban  regime  by  some 
gays  and  lesbians  on  the  left  betrays  the  same  kind 
of  self  hatred  as  other  gays  and  lesbians  show  by 
continuing  to  cling  to  Christianity  or  by  being 
patriotic  about  this  country.  It  betrays  an 
assumption  that  gay  and  lesbian  concerns  are  not 
really  important  compared  to  other  really  im¬ 
portant  issues  and  this  assumption  is,  of  course,  a 
manifestation  of  the  self-hatred  this  society 
inculcates  in  us. 

The  fact  that  poilitical  conditions  in  this 
country  have  impelled  the  Venceremos  Brigade  to 
adopt  some  pro-gay  and  -lesbian  positions 
should  in  no  way  lead  us  to  support  a  regime  that 
is  oppressing  our  people.  Even  the  Communist 
Party  has  adopted  a  few  pro-gay  and  -lesbian 
positions  because  of  the  political  climate  on  the 
left  in  this  country,  although  paragraph  1 2 1  of  the 
Soviet  penal  code  outlaws  even  being  a 
“homosexual,”  and  boys  as  young  as  fourteen 
have  been  sent  to  labor  camps  for  long  periods  for 
being  potential  “homosexuals.”  (Advocate, 
/)<453,  4/19/86,  “The  Soviet  Union  vs.  Gennady 
Trifonov,”  by  Simon  Karlinsky) 

The  Stalinist  countries  of  Eastern  Europe,  the 
Soviet  Union,  China,  North  Korea,  Vietnam, 
Cambodia,  Laos,  and  Cuba  are  actually  not  so¬ 
cialist  societies  but  a  non-capitalist  form  of  class 
society  in  which  the  state  bureaucracy  is  the  ruling 
class.  One  of  the  roots  of  the  homophobia  of 
these  so-called  “communist”  societies  is  perhaps 
best  explained  by  Plato  in  the  Symposium  where 
he  has  Pausanias  say:  “For  I  suppose  it  does  not 
suit  the  rulers  for  their  subjects  to  indulge  in  high 
thinking,  or  in  staunch  friendship  and  fellowship, 
which  love  more  than  anything  is  likely  to  beget.” 

Nicaragua  has  not  yet  become  a  full  fledged 
Stalinist  society  but  the  Sandinistas'  censorship 
of  the  press,  particularly  the  closing  of  La  Prensa, 
demonstrates  that  it  is  moving  in  that  direction. 
True  socialism  involves  an  expansion  of 
democracy  to  the  economic  sphere  of  our  lives.  It 
is  a  society  in  which  the  citizens  would  elect  the 
managers  in  their  workplaces  as  well  as  the 
managers  who  administer  larger  units  of  the 
economy,  right  on  up  to  the  national  economy 
and,  ultimately,  the  world  economy.  Socialism 
should  be  thought  of  as  a  federation  of 
cooperatives.  Such  a  society  would  have  no  need 
to  censor  anyone  who  wanted  to  return  to 
capitalism;  there  would  be  no  more  need  than  our 
present  society  would  have  to  censor  someone 
who  advocated  a  return  to  feudalism  or  the 


establishment  of  a  monarchy.  Such  p)eopIe  would 
be  regarded  as  harmless  eccentrics.  Even  during 
the  pieriod  immediately  after  a  socialist  revolution 
in  which  there  would  be  many  supporters  of  the 
old  order  around,  it  would  be  the  attempts  of 
such  people  to  use  force  and  violence  against  the 
new  society  rather  than  their  words  which  would 
be  a  problem.  A  successful  revolution  cannot 
occur  without  the  support  of  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  population  and  a  society  which 
has  such  overwhelming  support  has  no  need  for 
censorship.  And  a  socialist  society  would  still 
have  a  need  for  free  discussion.  John  Stuart  Mill 
pointed  out  that  we  have  the  greatest  probablity 
of  arriving  at  the  truth  when  we  hear  the  argu¬ 
ments  for  all  positions,  and  the  arguments  for  any 
position  are  best  stated  by  its  supporters.  Even  if 
La  Prensa  is  funded  by  the  CIA,  a  socialist  society 
would  still  have  no  need  to  fear  La  Prensa ‘s 
words.  Whether  the  U.  S.  government  would 
allow  a  newspaper  in  this  country  funded  by  a 
hostile  foreign  government  would  depend  on  the 
strength  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
and  other  anti-censorship  forces.  I  am  disgusted 
by  the  typje  of  argument  which  points  to  the 
actions  of  the  U.  S.  government  to  excuse  the 
Sandinistas  and  other  fully  Stalinist  regimes. 
Scoppettuolo  also  resorts  to  this  type  of  argument 
when  he  states  that  Scott  Tucker’s  demands  on 
the  Sandinistas  would  “exceed  that  of  any 
declaration  by  our  own  government.” 

The  contention  that  we  cannot  criticize  ho¬ 
mophobia  in  another  culture  is  also  disgusting.  If 
that  were  true,  we  would  not  be  able  to  criticize 
the  Muslim  cultures  for  their  oppression  of 
women  or  the  South  Africans  for  their  racism.  Or 
if  it  is  only  third  world  countries  we  are  not 
supposed  to  criticize,  we  would  still  be  unable  to 
condemn  the  racism  of  the  Sinhalese  against  the 
Tamils  in  Sri  Lanka.  If  there  are  no  objective 
standards  of  ethics  by  which  to  evaluate  cultures, 
the  racism,  sexism,  heterosexism  and  classism  of 
the  United  States  would  be  valid  in  this  culture. 
Actually,  this  type  of  relativism  means  that 
relativists  cannot  even  criticize  someone  for  being 
ethnocentric  since  most  cultures  believe  that  their 
own  standards  are  the  best;  the  view  that  you  are 
not  supposed  to  criticize  other  cutures  has  only 
obtained  acceptance  among  middle  class  liberal 
and  leftist  intellectuals  in  industrialized  western 
society.  Hence  relativism  if  it  is  true  is  not  true; 
the  position  refutes  itself. 

No  one  is  saying  that  we  should  not  continue  to 
oppose  U.  S.  aggression  against  Nicaragua.  The 
lack  of  any  anti-gay  laws  and  the  Sandinistas’ 
pro-gay  statements  probably  even  justify  the  aid 
our  community  has  been  giving  them.  But  their 
failure  to  move  against  homophobia  as  the  Bol¬ 
sheviks,  who  were  also  under  foreign  attack  and 
invasion,  did  after  the  1917  revolution  should  be 
criticized.  And  we  should  also  criticize  them  for 
not  standing  up  to  the  Catholic  Church  on  the 
abortion  issue  since  Scoppettuolo ’s  original  arti¬ 
cle  mentioned  that  women  are  still  dying  from  il¬ 
legal  abortions  in  Nicaragua. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  Halfhill 
Minneapolis,  MN 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

ART  DIRECTOR 

Establish  overall  design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer 
artists)  front  cover,  centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Requires  strong 
graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifications,  knowledge  of 
printing  techniques  and  previous  related  experience  preferred. 

To  apply  for  the  Art  Director  position,  call  GCN  immediately:  (617)  426-4469. 

FEATURES  EDITOR 

Recruit  and  sustain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign  and  edit  weekly  feature 
articles  and  calendar,  and  monthly  book  review.  Assist  in  design  of  features 
pages;  responsible  for  lay-out  of  features  pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing 
experience,  strong  verbal,  organizational  and  interpersonal  skills,  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  experience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  CCN  staff  members  receive  $1 80/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  CCN  also  offers  staff 
members  a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  in¬ 
dependence  and  innovation. 

Send  resumes  as  soon  as  possible  to  CCN  lotf  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

CCN  strives  for  a  multi-racial  staff  and  board,  and  for  equal  representation  of  dykes 
and  fags.  Currently  our  staff  is  all  white,  with  two  men,  six  women,  and  two  posi¬ 
tions  unfilled.  Our  board  is  comprised  of  two  men  of  color,  two  white  men  and  four 
white  women. 


in  the  life  &  regardless  of  your 

a  noble  effort  color 


Dear  CC.V: 

Your  review  of  In  the  Life:  A  Black  Gay 
Anthology  by  Charles  Fuller  was  insightful  and 
well  written.  As  a  Black  gay  man,  the  review  of 
and  the  concept  of  the  book  was  deeply  ap¬ 
preciated. 

Your  special  section  for  prisoner  cor¬ 
respondence  is  a  noble  effort.  I  have  been  cor¬ 
responding  with  prisoners  since  1978  and  know 
that  in  spite  of  the  many  “meat”  ads,  numerous 
prisoners  are  isolated  and  lonely  and  we  benefit 
from  each  others’  friendship.  Keep  up  the  good 
work. 

Respectfully, 

Reginald  A.  Hoffler 
New  Haven,  CT 


Dear  GCV: 

In  reading  your  paper  weekly  I  have  read  some 
touching  stories  and  some  confusing  ones  as  well. 
One  thing  I  would  like  to  say  is  regardless  of  your 
color.  Black,  White,  Indian,  etc.,  together  we  can 
make  a  difference  in  each  other’s  lives. 

We  have  just  as  many  rights  as  heterosexuals, 
so  why  let  someone  choose  a  life  for  you  to  live 
when  we  have  our  own  minds  to  choose  what  we 
want  out  of  life? 

Together  we  Can  make  a  difference, 

Cornelius  Brown 
Box  2800  —  36737 
Lincoln,  NE  68502 


spirit  and  the  flesh 
scintillating  and  profound 


Dear  GCN: 

Bradley  Rose’s  biased,  unfair,  and  inaccurate 
review  of  Walter  Williams’  The  Spirit  and  the 
Flesh  (Vol.  14,  No.  26)  cannot  stand  unchalleng¬ 
ed. 

Williams’  study  of  the  berdache  tradition 
among  Native  Americans  is  a  sophisticated, 
scholarly  analysis  incorporating  conventional 
research  in  published  sources  with  unprecedented 
field  work,  including  interviews  with  traditional 
Indian  berdaches.  The  writing  is  scintillating,  and 
the  analysis  is  profound.  This  is  clearly  the  best 
book  of  Native  American  gay  studies  to  appear 
since  D’Emilio. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  one  of  the  movement’s 
best  gay  papers  assigned  (if,  indeed,  such  was  the 
case)  the  book  to  a  non-professional  reviewer 
who  seems  bent  on  arguing  that  his  lover’s  (Will 
Roscoe)  forthcoming  article  will  surpass 
Williams’  book.  That  Roscoe  himself  published  a 
parallel  review  in  The  Advocate  only  increases  the 
unfairness. 

The  alleged  weaknesses  upon  which  the 
reviewer  dwells  are,  in  reality,  the  book’s 
strengths.  We  should  all  recognize  the  limitations 
of  straight-biased  published  descriptions  or 
analyses  of  gay  life.  Distortions  are  especially 
striking  when  the  reports  come  from  mis¬ 
sionaries,  agency  officials,  churchmen,  and  other 
whites  set  on  degrading  and  destroying  both 
traditional  religions  and  the  berdache  tradition. 
As  an  upfront  gay  ethno-historian  willing  to 
spend  time  cultivating  the  friendship  and  earning 
the  respect  of  modern  berdaches,  Williams  has  set 
a  standard  for  ethnographic  studies  that  will  not 
soon  be  surpassed.  Clearly  we  would  understand 


“Amazons”  (whom  Rose/Roscoe  inaccurately 
term  “female  berdaches”)  fully  only  when  les¬ 
bian  scholars  utilize  comparable  approaches. 

Nor  do  I  understand  Rose’s  complaints  about 
the  comparative  approaches  that  facilitate 
understanding  at  a  multi-cultural  level.  Use  of  the 
term  “hodgepodge”  is  indefensible.  As  one  who 
has  spent  twenty  years  investigating  the  social 
history  of  the  frontier  and  published  extensively 
in  the  area,  I  find  Williams’  descriptions  accurate 
and  his  analysis  stimulating.  We  can  never 
understand  gayness  unless  we  adopt  a  perspective 
that  incorporates  historical,  geographical,  and 
ethnic  diversity.  Williams  recognizes  this  fact  and 
uses  these  comparisons  to  help  us  understand  the 
nature  of  the  berdache.  Rose  seems  incapable  of 
such  sophistication. 

Williams’  book  speaks  for  itself.  It  has  won 
wide  acclaim  and  has  been  nominated  for  a 
Pulitzer  Prize.  It  has  served  as  the  primary  basis 
on  which  he  has  been  granted  tenure  at  the 
University  of  Southern  California. 

How  tragic  that  an  unsophisticated  and 
baseless  review  such  as  this  should  come  from 
within  our  own  community  and  receive  wide¬ 
spread  distribution.  Fortunately,  anyone  who 
takes  the  time  to  read  the  book  will  recognize  its 
immense  value. 

Sincerely, 

Lawrence  R.  Murphy 

Dean  and  Professor  of  History  and  Social  Science 
Wayne  State  University 
Detroit,  MI 

Features  Editor’s  note:  Bradley  Rose  volunteered 
his  review. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
'  now  in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  big 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

Name _ Address 

City _ State _ Zip 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $33.00  $  ^ 
25  weeks  $20.00  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $12.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $  , 
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Boys  in  the  Band:  When  Queens  Were  King 


Some  members  of  the  Boys  in  the  Band  cast  (l-r):  Efrem  Rone  (Cowboy),  Victor  Dupuis  (Harold),  Steven 
Auger  (Emory),  David  Panella  (Hank),  Joe  Henderson  (Larry),  and  Paul  Everett  (Bernard). 


Boys  in  the  Band.  By  Mart 
Crowley.  Presented  by  Triangle 
Theatre  Company,  David  Hough, 
Artistic  Director.  Directed  by 
Craig  Carter.  Sets  by  Darold 
Perkins.  Lighting  by  John  van  der 
Meer.  At  the  Paramount  Pent¬ 
house  Theatre,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston.  Through  March  21. 

By  Don  Hill 

Not  too  long  ago,  the  director 
of  a  small  Boston  theatre  propos¬ 
ed  to  stage  Mart  Crowley’s  Boys 
in  the  Band  with  considerable 
changes  in  casting  —  a  woman  was 
to  be  included  for  example  —  as 
well  as  minor  changes  in  the  text. 
This  director  believed  that  the 
play,  written  almost  twenty  years 
ago,  was  no  longer  relevant  given 
the  enormous  changes  in  the  gay 
community  since  1%8.  After  all. 
Boys  was  written  not  only  before 
AIDS  began  its  devastating  march 
through  the  gay  community,  but 
also  before  a  group  of  ornery  drag 
queens  decided  to  fight  Lilly  Law 
one  day  in  1969.  Craig  Carter, 
directing  the  current  production  at 
Triangle  Theatre  Company, 
argues  successfully  that  the  play 
has  much  to  say  to  today’s  au¬ 
diences  despite  its  universally 
recognized  status  as  a  “period 
piece.’’  Besides  that,  it’s  a  cer¬ 
tified  hoot. 

Boys  in  the  Band  opens  as 
Michael,  a  fashionable  New  York 
City  fag,  prepares  his  apartment 
and  himself  for  the  night’s 
festivities.  It’s  Harold’s  birthday 
and  Michael  and  his  friend 
Donald  have  invited  “five  scream¬ 
ing  queens”  to  help  celebrate  — 
and  screaming  queens  they  certain¬ 
ly  are.  Emory,  the  first  to  appear, 
is  giddy,  effeminate  and  armed 
with  an  infectious,  campy  sar¬ 
casm.  Larry,  the  sensitive  artist 
and  his  butch  schoolteacher 
“roommate”  are  the  next  to  ar¬ 
rive.  Bernard,  the  diminutive  but 
amusing  Negro  is  next,  followed 
by  a  surprise  —  Emory’s  birthday 
gift  in  the  form  of  a  tough  but 
dumb  young  thing  dressed  as  a 
cowboy. 


While  the  other  guests  are  car¬ 
rying  on,  an  unexpected  guest  ar¬ 
rives  on  the  scene.  Alan, 
Michael’s  heterosexual  college 
roommate,  has  just  split  from  his 
wife  and  is  obviously  in  need  of  a 


By  Christopher  Wittke 
A  group  of  Canadian  musicians 
calling  themselves  Mr.  Tim  has  re¬ 
leased  a  gay-affirmative  and  safe- 
sex-positive  dance  record  called 
“Another  Man.”  This  is  not  a 
typical  Hi-NRG  tune  celebrating 
the  joys  of  multiple  partners  along 
the  lines  of  “...another  day, 
another  man ...”  or  anything  like 
that.  Mr.  Tim  gives  us  a  different 
kind  of  proclamation  when  they 
sing  “I  love  another  man. . .  I’ve 


buddy  for  the  evening.  Finally, 
the  guest  of  honor  arrives.  Harold, 
a  self-described  “thirty-two  year 
old,  ugly,  pock-marked  Jew 
Fairy”  immediately  takes  center 
stage  with  sharp  wit  and  an  under¬ 


found  peace  when  he  holds  me.” 
By  rights  this  single  should  be  a  big 
hit,  but  the  odds  are  that  it  won’t 
be,  and  here’s  why. 

Mr.  Tim’s  mission  is  duofold:  to 
seduce  listeners  with  an  infectious 
dance  beat  and  to  provide  infor¬ 
mation  so  that  this  is  the  only  type 
of  infection  with  which  to  be  con¬ 
cerned.  Mr.  Tim  isn’t  half-assed 
about  passing  along  the  safe  sex 
guidelines,  either.  Important  in¬ 


stated  yet  decidedly  condescending 
manner.  The  cast  of  characters 
complete,  each  partygoer  proceeds 
to  tear  himself  and  the  others  to 
shreds.  The  evening  ends  with  a 
vicious  game  of  Telephone  the 


formation  like  “Avoid  swallowing 
urine,  swallowing  semen,  rim¬ 
ming...”  among  other  things  is 
not  simply  relegated  to  the  inside 
lyric  sheet  but  printed  right  on  the 
record  cover.  This  could  limit  the 
disc’s  distribution  potential  to 
alternative  record  stores  only,  not 
necessarily  a  bad  thing  by  any 
means  other  than  that  of  mass 
market  popularity. 

The  A-side  mix  of  “Another 


One  You  Truly  Love  in  Front  of 
Everyone. 

Under  Carter’s  direction,  the 
cast  performs  admirably.  A 
special  delight  is  Steven  Auger 
who,  as  Emory,  keeps  the  au¬ 
dience  in  stitches  with  his  perfect 
execution  of  some  of  the  campiest 
lines  to  be  found.  Victor  Dupuis 
does  a  fine  job  as  Harold,  though 
his  performance  is  clouded 
somewhat  by  the  memory  of 
Leonard  Frey  as  the  definitive 
Harold  in  the  well-known  1969 
movie  version.  Both  Frank 
Jackson,  as  the  laid-back  Donald, 
and  David  Baird  as  Michael  the 
Queen  Mother  are  more  than  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  task.  Other  cast 
members  are  Joe  Henderson  as 
Larry,  David  Panella  as  Hank, 
Paul  Everett  as  Bernard,  Efrem 
Rone  as  the  Cowboy  and  Tony 
Butler  as  Alan. 

Boys  in  the  Band  is  ultimately  a 
work  about  how  gay  men,  having 
been  socialized  in  a  society  which 
rejects  them,  define  themselves 
and  deal  with  each  other  and  the 
world.  Boys  was  written  during  a 
time  when  gay  men  did  not  feel 
the  need  to  pattern  their  behavior 
after  that  of  the  heterosexual 
world;  when  isolation  from  the 
mainstream  provided  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  us  to  decide  for 
ourselves  what  love  means  in  our 
lives.  It’s  often  a  struggle,  but  in 
these  days  of  renewed  oppression, 
it’s  inspiring  to  take  a  look  back. 


Man”  is  the  straightforward  dance 
version.  Blending  rhythms  remi¬ 
niscent  of  the  Talking  Heads  circa 
Remain  in  Light  and  a  bouncy 
electro-pop  melody,  the  falsetto 
chorus  has  a  naggy,  repetitive 
quality  that  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  early  Public  Image  Ltd.  music. 
This  will  be  excuse  enough  for 
radio  d.j.’s  and  the  more  main- 
Continued  on  page  7 


Move  Your  Feet  to  a  Safe  Sex  Beat 


TH€aOV/IN 
TH€  BAND 

Paramount  Penthouse  Theater 


58  Berkeley  Street—  in  the  South  End 
Curtain  8:00 

The  expbsive  play  by  Mart  Crowley 
Directed  Craig  Carter 


Tickets  $10. 
CALL  353  -  0434 

411  WUt  FlfM.) 


February  26,27,28 
March  5,  6,  7 
12, 13,14 
19,2021 


He2p  gCN 

426-4469  Move 


RIone? 


,flre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  ujith  a  safe,  effectiue 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  feas  axcaed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 

EaiQlIlQQaati" 

800-633-6969 


ii  mnENBRcm 


BACK  BAY  BODKSMITH 


Boston’s  only  complete  bookstexe. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of  print  books. 

753  Bo)istoii  •  5364433 


5387037 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

$9.95  _ 


309  A.e  Boston  VAOZ'tS 


338  53S6 
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GayLib  Lives  when  United  Fruit  Performs 


By  Tim  yValton 

Last  Saturday  night,  Boston’s 
gay  male  street  theater,  the  United 
Fruit  Company,  came  out  of  the 
cold  into  the  year-old  FemmeCore 
Space.  Some  fans  may  have  wor¬ 
ried  that  fencing  these  brazen 
gender  benders  within  four  walls 
might  strip  them  of  their  energy  or 
spontaneity.  But  the  two  hundred 
people  in  attendance  were  not 
disappointed  in  the  campy  verve 
they’ve  come  to  expect.  Indeed, 
there  seemed  nothing  but  gain  in 
being  able  to  hear  every  word,  to 
appreciate  some  of  the  quieter  per¬ 
formances,  and  to  be  carried  along 
in  the  response  of  a  compact,  sym¬ 
pathetic  audience. 

Their  revue  “I  Am  What  I 
Wear”  consisted  of  eight  skits, 
variously  and  sometimes  surpris¬ 
ingly  dealing  with  AIDS,  sodomy, 
tree  life  in  the  Fens,  guppie  con¬ 
sumerism,  and  Amerikaner  terror¬ 
ism  in  Central  America.  Their 
politics  are  generally  radical,  but 
the  Fruits’  sense  of  humor 
prevents  a  didactic  presentation  of 
ideology. 

Some  skits  are  as  old  as  the 
group  itself  (two  Gay  Prides  ago 

Safe  Sex  Beat 

Continued  from  page  6 

stream  gay  discos  to  not  include 
‘‘Another  Man”  on  playlists. 

The  B-side  version  is  the 
‘‘Another  Man-Extensive  Mix,” 
and  this  shows  a  more  inventive 
side  of  Mr.  Tim.  Grafted  into  the 
song  at  appropriate  moments  are 
aural  snippets  of  quotable  quotes 
by  such  luminaries  as  Jerry  Fal- 
well,  mayoral  candidate  Louis 
‘‘Shoot  the  Queers”  Welsh,  as 
well  as  AIDS  activists  and  other 
various  good  guys  and  gals.  Of  the 
two,  this  is  the  superior  version 
and  it  deserves  to  be  played  in 
dance  clubs  everywhere,  but 
chances  are  that  relatively  conser¬ 
vative  d.j.’s  will  be  put  off  by  the 
strength  of  the  message  with  the 
music. 

The  record’s  inner  sheet  is  sim¬ 


was  the  first  time  I  saw  them),  and 
some  are  brand-new.  ‘‘Condom 
Conversion,”  the  longest  and  the 
newest,  treats  a  couple  with  AIDS 
in  a  hospital  that’s  going  condo. 
Their  room,  which  they  haven’t 
had  the  grace  to  quit  in  a  timely 
fashion  (i.e.,  die),  is  visited  by  the 
new  tenants,  who  turn  out  to  be 
old  “political”  friends.  It’s  the 
most  complex  piece  I’ve  seen  the 
group  do  and  has  the  making  of  a 
longer  sustained  theater  piece.  (1 
wish  UFC  and  Triangle  Theatre 
could  get  together  on  developing 
this!)  It’s  also  the  first  theatrical 
treatment  of  AIDS  I’ve  seen  that 
hasn’t  been  doggedly  realistic  in 
style. 

My  favorite  piece,  however,  is 
“The  Way,”  which  premiered  at 
last  November’s  anti-sodomy-law 
rally.  I’ve  never  seen  anything  in  a 
theater  that  was  sexy,  funny,  and 
safe  —  all  at  the  same  time.  Five 
men  (the  entire  company)  come 
out,  one  in  preacher  drag,  the 
other  four  in  the  simple  dress  of 
pious  ladies  for  whom  Sunday 
morning  is  the  week’s  event.  The 
preacher  starts  sermonizing  on 


ply  jam-packed  with  detailed  safe 
sex  information  including: 
“Should  you  be  tested  for  AIDS? 
Mr.  Tim  does  not  want  to  influ¬ 
ence  your  decision  in  any  way,  of 
course,  but...  NO,  DON’T  DO 
IT!”,  as  well  as  a  complete  set  of 
lyrics.  This  is  a  fine  package  over¬ 
all  and  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
dance  music  enthusiasts  of  all  per¬ 
suasions. 

“Another  Man”  by  Mr.  Tim  is 
released  by  Utility  Grade  Records, 
“an  informal  organization  based 
loosely  on  the  principles  of  free¬ 
dom,  co-operation  and  anarchy  in 
the  key  of  G.”  They  can  be 
reached  at  448  Clinton  Street,  Up¬ 
per  Toronto,  Ontario  M6G  2Z2, 
Canada. 


sodomy,  and  you  think  you’re  in 
for  a  spoof  of  born-again  moraliz¬ 
ing. 

But  lo.  Mother  Camp,  with  her 
own  set  of  tongues,  invisibly 
descends.  The  preacher  proclaims 
the  gospel  of  the  goodness  of  sex. 
The  devout  rise  in  song  and  dance 
to  give  joyful  witness  to  their 
favorite  sex  acts.  Butt  is  fucked, 
head  given,  multiples  formed,  all 
while  a  liturgy  of  safe  sex  is 
ecstatically  chanted. 

I  like  the  feel  of  the  rubber  up 
my  ass 

Especially  when  there’s  a  cock 
attached 

1  like  it  reaching  far,  I  like  it 
pushing  hard 

I  like  it  tugging,  like  it  rub¬ 
bing,  at  my  hugging  crack. 

There’s  something  almost 
shocking  in  witnessing  these 
goings-on.  Is  it  the  Sunday  service 
setting?  the  simulated  male  sex  in 


dresses?  or  the  novel  combo  of  sex 
that’s  obviously  (you  see  it,  after 
all,  with  your  very  own  eyes)  both 
safe  and  fun?  That’s  the  revelation 
in  this  Church  of  the  Latter  Day 
Queans:  Sex  is  Life  is  Fun! 

It’s  significant  that  this  balm  in 
our  AIDS-depressed  Gilead  is 
brought  to  us  by  a  troop  of  queans 
not  sitting  around  shrinking  from 
life  and  wondering  when  they’re 
all  going  to  die.  This  sex-positive 
result  issues  from  a  test  of  political 
will  in  opposition  to  institutional 
oppression  (the  Supreme  Court’s 
Bowers  v.  Hardwick).  And  of 
course,  by  guys  in  drag.  Their  en¬ 
core  celebrates,  what  no  one 
should  forget,  that  the  movement 
began  with  some  street  queans  in 
the  Stonewall  Bar  almost  eighteen 
years  ago.  Some  have  thought 
gaylib  died  a  few  years  later.  Many 
have  feared  its  death  these  last  few 
years.  Gaylib  still  lives  when 
United  Fruit  performs. 

At  the  end  of  the  show,  one 


perfect  rose  was  given  to  each  of 
the  performers:  Abe  Rybeck  (who 
wrote  and  directed  most  of  the 
material),  Andrew  Wicker,  Read 
Weaver,  Stephen  Harrington,  and 
John  Griffin.  Each  added  to  the 
ensemble,  and  each  had  his  special 
moments  on  the  stage. 

One  perfect  rose  should  also  be 
tossed  to  FemmeCore  Space,  a 
non-profit  women’s  collective  in 
the  South  End  for  politicized 
cultural  events.  They  handled  a 
capacity-plus  crowd  of  men  and 
women  in  their  basement  space 
with  admirable  efficiency  and  con¬ 
sideration. 

Saturday  night’s  performance 
was  a  one-night  stand.  But  United 
Fruit  is  going  to  be  lewd  and  loiter¬ 
ing  at  Paine  Hall  this  coming 
Saturday  night  (March  14)  as  part 
of  the  GCN  benefit,  Le  Gay 
Cabaret.  For  a  good  time,  go  and 
pick  them  up!  (Phone 426-4469  for 
further  info.) 


MARLENE 

fl  FILM  By  MAXIMILIAN  SCBLLL 


ALIVE 


"One  of  the  best 
and  most 
mesmerizing 
films  of  the 
year." 

Peter  Travers 
PEOPLE 


"This  is  a  great  one; 
Maximilian  Schell's 
Oscar-nominated 
look  at  Marlene 
Dietrich." 

Mike  Clark 
USA  TODAY 


Exclusive  Engagement 
Starts  Friday,  March  6th 


USr^Cinemas 

NICKELODEON 

606  COMMONWEALTH  AVE. 

424-1500 


3rd  WORLD  DANCE  Sj 

to  benefit  ^ 

Iff  WOMEN'S  CONSTRUCTION  BRIGADE  ■ 


Latin,  Soul,  Reggae  &  Disco  mmmm 
■  with  a  live  DJ  ■■mbb 

■■  SUNDAY,  MARCH  8  " 

ra  INTERNATIONAL  WOMEN'S  DAY  S 

6-10  PM  II 

1270  Club  jS 

1270  Boylston  St.,  Boston 


Computer  Color  Matching 
Comes  to 
Dickson’s! 


A  complete  palette  of  paint 
for  architects  and  designers. 


Dickson  Bros,  announces  its  new  MotchMoker 
system,  a  computer  color  scannmg  unit 
that  matches  pcnnt  color  to  on^hing 
pamt  chips,  tile,  fabric,  wallpaper,  any 
solid  color,  as  small  as  a  thumbnail 
Our  expert  stott  will  give  you  on  accurate 
paint  formula  m  seconds  for  quality  Pratt  &  Lambert 
intenor  or  extenor  pxnnt 
It's  accurate.  It's  free.  It's  a  match  made  m 
Dickson  luMfe 


Dickson  Bros.  Co. 

26  Brattle  SI,  •  Cambndge  •  876-676C 

V^iidAted  parking  ar  University  Ptece. 
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Anti-Semitism  and  Homophobia  Linked  in 
Discussion  of  Holocaust  Victims  Memorial 


By  Bill  Percy 

The  planned  Holocaust  Museum  to  be  erected  on  the 
Mall  in  Washington,  D.C. ,  will  commemorate  not  only  the 
six  million  Jews  murdered  by  Hitler  but  also  the  five 
million  “others”  consumed  in  the  Nazis’  reign.  A  long 
debate  between  Jewish  “Universalists”  and  “Exclusivists” 
preceded  this  historic  decision,  officially  announced  by  a 
conference  sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Holocaust  Memorial 
Council  (HMC):  “The  Other  Victims:  Non-Jews  Persecuted 
and  Murdered  by  the  Nazis.”  The  conference,  held  in 
Washington  from  February  23-25,  included  presentations 
on  gays  who  have  at  last  been  recognized  by  the  Council. 
Gay  scholars  have  helped  remedy  the  neglect  of  straight 
writers,  not  one  of  whom  has  in  all  the  immense  literature 
on  the  HolcKaust  even  devoted  an  article  or  chapter,  much 
less  a  book  or  monograph,  to  the  Nazi  effort  to  intimidate, 
repress,  torture,  castrate,  and  murder  homosexuals.  Some, 
like  Heinrich  Himmler,  even  tried  to  exterminate  all  the 
German  homosexuals  who  would  not  or  could  not  reform 
enough  to  make  it  with  prostitutes  provided  in  the  camps. 

The  Other  Victims  Conference 

Although  outvoted  by  the  “Universalists,”  the  Jewish 
“Exclusivists”  still  argue  that  the  one  and  only  true 
Holocaust  was  unique  to  Jews,  like  the  Covenant  made  bet¬ 
ween  God  and  Abraham  or  the  Giving  of  the  Law  to  Moses 
on  Mt.  Sinai.  They  do  not  wish  to  share  the  Museum  with 
any  of  the  other  victims.  Other  Jews  oppose  sharing  on  the 
grounds  that  some  of  the  minorities  had  acted  as  informers, 
collaborators,  and  guards,  or  even  murdered  Jews,  venting 
their  frustrations  in  anti-Semitism  or  reaping  bounties  pro- 
ferred  by  the  Gestapo  when  the  victims  could  no  longer  pay 
blackmail.  A  leading  Exclusivist,  Lucy  S.  Davidowicz,  who 
did  not  attend  the  conference,  had  as  recently  as  1981  in 
The  Holocaust  and  the  Historians  (p.  8)  dismissed  as  not 
worthy  of  discussing  the  “prostitutes,  homosexuals, 
perverts,  and  common  criminals”  exterminated  by  the 
Nazis. 

Her  side  has  lost  the  debate.  The  Jewish  “Universalists,” 
whose  victory  the  Conference  celebrated,  agree  to  share  the 
sacred  memory  of  an  experience  so  devastating  (two-thirds 
of  the  Jews  of  Europe  died)  and  in  which  Jews  so  clearly 
predominated  numerically  with  all  the  people  who  were 
murdered,  except  the  “asocials”  (rapists,  for  example)  and 
common  criminals  for  whom  no  one  is  demanding  a  monu¬ 
ment.  The  museum  will  commemorate  gays  as  well  as  Gyp¬ 
sies  (over  500,000  victims),  Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  POWs 
(mostly  Russians  and  Poles),  and  politicals  from  many  na¬ 
tions,  including  practically  all  of  the  Polish  and  Ukranian 
elites.  Spanish  Republicans,  French,  Belgians,  Dutch, 
Danes,  Norwegians,  Hungarians,  Serbians,  Greeks,  Lat¬ 
vians,  Lithuanians,  Ukranians,  and  Estonians  will  also  be 
memorialized. 

The  triumph  of  the  Universalists  was  a  great  victory  for 
the  gays.  Father  Timothy  Healey,  S.J.,  President  of 
Georgetown  University,  opened  on  a  note  of  universalism. 
Two  months  before.  Council  Director  Richard  Krieger 
stated  his  position  on  the  debate  as  “including  all  who  were 
persecuted  is  an  absolute”  {The  Washington  Blade, 
December  12,  1986).  Some  Universalists  had  argued  that  a 
museum  excluding  non-Jews  would  act  as  a  magnet  for 
anti-Semitism  in  the  excluded  groups  who  would  object 
that  their  own  suffering  was  not  sufficiently  acknowledged 
by  the  Jews.  Even  if  expediency  played  a  role,  what 
predominates  is  the  sense  of  justice  that  has  been  the 
essence  of  Judaism  ever  since  Amos  (8  th  century  B.C.)  and 
the  later  prophets  (such  as  Jeremiah  and  the  Second  Isaiah) 
who  wrote  most  of  the  Old  Testament.  Thus  in  ethics,  “the 
Chosen  People”  constitute  a  model  for  Gentiles;  circumci¬ 
sion,  dietary  laws,  and  ritual  pale  in  comparison. 

In  his  address  at  the  opening  session.  Secretary  of  State 
George  Schultz  once  again  demonstrated  the  good  sense 
that  he  showed  in  opposing  the  Iranian  arms  deal  and  man¬ 
datory  testing  for  drugs  of  State  Department  employees: 
“This  conference  is  appropriately  named  ‘The 
Other  Victims:  Non-Jews  Persecuted  and 
Murdered  by  the  Nazis.’  But  while  the  attention  of 
civilized  humanity  has  been  focused,  and  rightly 
so,  on  the  unprecedented  Nazi  murder  of  six 
million  European  Jews,  the  Nazis  also  regarded 
the  Slavs,  Poles,  Russians  and  Ukranians  as  a 
subhuman  group.  Their  reign  of  terror  brought 
suffering  and  death  to  gypsies,  Jehovah’s 


Witnesses,  the  handicapped,  homosexuals  and 
the  political  opponents  of  the  National  Socialist 
Regime.  The  acts  of  unspeakable  evil  committed 
by  Nazi  Germany  against  non-Jewish  people  also 
deserve  to  be  studied,  to  be  condemned,  and 
above  all  to  be  remembered.” 

The  Honorable  Harvey  M.  Meyerhoff,  a  wealthy  contrac¬ 
tor  from  Baltimore  who  recently  replaced  Elie  Wicsel  as 
chairman  of  HMC,  continued  the  Universalist  theme  by 
sympathizing  with  the  gay  martyrs;  Dr.  Michael  Bcren- 
baum  of  the  theology  department  at  Georgetown  closed 
the  conference  on  the  same  note. 

Early  in  the  conference,  the  survivors  bore  witness  to  the 
horrors  of  the  camps  in  the  most  moving  testimony  I  ever 
heard.  Among  the  academic  speakers,  Poles,  Ukranians, 
and  Russians  were  well  represented,  both  by  Communists 
from  those  countries  and  by  exiles.  Gordon  Zahn  of  Boston 
spoke  on  “Pacifists  During  the  Third  Reich,”  another  im¬ 
portant  neglected  group  of  victims,  like  gays  denied  repara¬ 
tions  after  the  war  because  they  were  still  considered  illegal. 
Perhaps  the  most  brilliant  analysis  was  delivered  by  Sybil 


Milton  on  the  fate  of  children  in  the  camps:  almost  all 
under  17  were  immediately  killed.  Milton  is  the  new  editor 
who  has  removed  all  traces  of  homophobia  from  the  Simon 
Wiesenthal  Journal.  Although  her  talk  included  nothing 
about  sexual  abuse  of  children,  in  the  discussion  period 
following,  a  survivor,  Mel  Mermelstcin,  charged  cmo-‘ 
tionally  that  certain  guards  and  kapos— privileged 
prisoners  working  as  inmate  guards— had  “harems  of 
fifteen-year-old  Jewish  boys”  for  whom  they  stole  rations 
from  the  starving  inmates.  Upon  closer  questioning,  he 
and  another  survivor,  Pierre  Trodec,  who  had  been  in  the" 
French  Resistance  before  his  arrest,  agreed  that  most  in-| 
mates  were  too  weak  and  depressed  to  feel  sexual,  and  that’ 
kapos  who  kept  boys  rarely  if  ever  wore  pink  triangles.’ 
Their  green  insignia  indicated  their  status  as  common 
criminals.  They  were  presumably  straight,  but  as  men  often 
do  in  prison,  turned  to  boys  when  deprived  of  women.! 
Although  lesbian  acts  were  not  outlawed  in  the  Third  j 
Reich,  rumors  persisted  of  a  few  women  wearing  pinkj 
triangles  in  the  camps.  f 

The  meticulous  research  of  the  German  team  of  scholars! 
led  by  the  sociology  professor  at  Bremen,  Rudiger  Laut-J 
mann,  documented  “The  Fate  of  Homosexuals  During  the! 
Nazi  Era.”  Except  for  Jews,  those  with  pink  triangles.f 
“175ers”  as  gays  were  dubbed  after  the  number  of  the 
clause  in  the  1871  German  constitution  outlawing  homo¬ 
sexuality,  did  not  long  survive  in  camps  because  they  were 
so  isolated,  discriminated  against,  and  deprived.  Of  those 
committed  to  the  camps,  60  percent  of  homosexuals,  41 
percent  of  political  prisoners,  and  35  percent  of  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses  died.  Gays,  Gypsies,  and  Jews,  as  well  as* 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  were  groups  that  could  not  be  made 
to  conform.  Therefore,  the  Nazis  determined  to  exter-  - 
minate  the  Jews  and  Gypsies  but  only  to  intimidate  gays, ' 
Jehovah  s  Witnesses,  and  political  dissidents  by  killing 
selected  ones,  not  to  destroy  them  “root  and  branch,”  as 
Reichsfuehrer  Heinrich  Himmler  wished  to  do  to  gays. 
From  statistics,  Lautmann  concluded  that  the  number  of 
gays  dying  in  camps  was  about  15,000,  a  far  lower  figure g 
than  the  uninformed  have  assumed.  Richard  Plant,  author! 


Gays  and  Jews,  along  with  such  ''heretical”  sects  as 
Quakers,  Unitarians  and  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  have  suffered 
or  been  tolerated  at  the  same  times  and  places,  by  the  same 
people,  and  for  the  same  reasons  ever  since  the  Christian 
fanatics  began  their  persecution  under  the  Emperor 
Theodosious  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  century. 


MM 


oft&if  Pink  Triangle  ( 1986).  was  too  ill  to  speak  as  schcdul- 
cfTbut  has  estimated  from  15.000  to  25  or  30,000  in  an  in- 
taview  m  The  Native  (Dec.  8.  1986). 

Lautmann.  like  Plant,  has  restricted  his  research  to  the 
gay  ethnic  Germans  in  the  camps.  We  must  also  consider 
lilDse  German  soldiers  suspected  or  discovered  to  be  gay 
a*d  condemned  to  the  Eastern  front  (where  death  almost  as 
I  crtain  as  in  the  camps  awaited),  or  even  bludgeoned  to 
death  by  angry  comrades  with  no  record  of  why.  These 
casualties  have  exceeded  those  in  the  camps.  We  also  don’t 
know  how  many  non-German  gays  died  as  a  result  of  laws 
against  homosexuality  enacted  by  Nazi  satellites  such  as 
that  of  Vichy  France  in  1940,  and  doubtless  also  by  the 
niiorious  regimes  in  Croatia  and  Slovakia.  The  French 
rowlutionaries  had  repealed  laws  against  homosexuality 
a«d  the  Napoleonic  Code,  wherever  it  was  adopted,  had 


death  penality,  lie  behind  Auschwitz  and  the  Gulag. 

Jewish  justice  of  the  FIMC  toward  gays  comes  at  a  crucial 
time  when  Christians  need  a  model.  Catholics  and  Baptists 
arc  uniting  in  homophobia  even  though  Integrity,  the 
Episcopalian  gay  association,  subscribes  to  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  on  Homosexuality  of  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  Michigan  {\91i)  which  declares  that  “homosex¬ 
uals  seriously  seeking  to  build  such  [loving]  relationships 
with  one  another  are  surely  as  deserving  as  heterosexuals  of 
encouragement  and  help  from  the  Church  and  its 
ministry .  .  .  Historical  studies  disclose  that  persecution  and 
discrimination  have  been  the  homosexual’s  lot  in  Western 
society  and  that  the  Church  bears  a  heavy  share  of  respon¬ 
sibility  for  this  state  of  affairs.”  Quakers  endorse  the  views 
expressed  in  Towards  a  Christian  View  of  Sex  “One 

should  no  more  deplore  homosexuality  than  Icft- 


The  papal  position  that  gays  should  quit  having  sex 
is  an  absurd  idea  that  will  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
fascists  determined  to  destroy  the  spontaneity  and  dissent 
that  is  always  exhibited,  and  necessarily  so, 
by  the  unassimilable  minorities  such  as 
Jews,  gays  and  other  dissenters. 


not  proscribed  it.  It  was  the  fascists  who  in  1940  outlawed 
homosexuality  in  France  for  the  first  time  in  150  years. 
Lautmann,  Raul  Hilberg,  dean  of  Holixaust  historians 
{Jhe  Destruction  of  the  European  Jews,  1961)  and  others 
estimate  survival  rates  of  Bulgarian  and  Danish  Jews  at  90 
percent,  as  opposed  to  Polish  and  Ukranian  rates  of  only 
about  five  percent.  The  attitudes  of  collaborationist 
governments  and  subject  populations  that  caused  these 
disparate  percentages  probably  also  affected  the  survival  of 
gays,  but  no  work  at  all  has  so  far  appeared  on  these  topics. 

James  Steakley  of  the  German  Department  at  Wisconsin 
spoke  on  “The  Homosexual  Emancipation  Movement  in 
(^rmany,”  detailing  Hitler’s  brutal  destruction  of  Magnus 
Flirschfeld’s  painstakingly  gathered  library  and  ir¬ 
replaceable  manuscripts  (seized  May  6,  1933,  and  burned  a 
few  days  later  in  Opera  Square  in  Berlin),  and  the  closing  of 
the  first  gay  baths  and  bars  beginning  in  March.  Steakley 
does  not  correlate  the  homophobic  campaign  in  Germany 
with  Stalin’s  crackdown  on  homosexuals  beginning  in 
January  ’34,  which  resulted  in  mass  arrests  and  suicides 
.even  in  the  Red  Army  itself.  In  March  a  Soviet  law  punish¬ 
ed  homsexual  acts  with  up  to  eight  years  in  prison.  Fascists 
often  imitated  and  tried  to  outdo  Communists.  German 
leftists  only  bragged  a  few  months  (“Eradicate  the 
homosexual  and  fascism  will  disappear!”)  because  Hitler’s 
big  purge,  the  “Night  of  the  Long  Knives,”  began  on  June 
28,  when  Nazis  murdered  gays,  beginning  with  notoriously 
gay  Ernst  Roehm  and  other  top  S.  A.  (Storm  Trooper)  aides. 

As  late  as  1936,  Pierre  Herbart,  who  traveled  with  Andre 
Gide  to  Russia  that  year,  reported  that  the  sheets  of  the  Red 
Army  soldiers  were  inspected  to  shame  those  who  mastur¬ 
bated  (John  Lauritsen  and  David  Thorstad,  The  Early 
Homosexual  Rights  Movement  [1864-1933],  1974,  p.  70). 
Hitler  surpassed  Stalin  in  repressing  the  liberated  gays  and 
bisexuals  who  had  become  as  creative  as  the  Jews  eman¬ 
cipated  by  the  French  Revolution  and  throughout  Europe 
by  the  adoption  of  the  Napoleonic  Code.  Both  had 
disproportionately  contributed  to  the  innovative  eclat  of 
the  culture  of  Weimar  and  to  a  lesser  degree  of  Russia  in  the 
1920s  after  revolutions  had  swept  away  the  old 
authoritarian  regimes. 

Steakley  is  now  working  on  a  biography  of  Hirschfeld, 
both  gay  and  Jewish  and  anathematized  by  the  Nazis, 
founder  of  the  gay  rights  movement  in  Germany.  A  fine 
new  biography  of  Ffirschfeld  by  Charlotte  Wolff  ( 1986)  has 
just  appeared  in  494  pages,  emphasizing  his  broad  interests 
in  alcoholism  and  feminism,  and  his  role  as  the  forerunner 
of  Alfred  Kinsey  and  sexology. 

Kinsey’s  Sexual  Behavior  in  the  Human  Male  ( 1948)  and 
Sexual  Behavior  in  the  Human  Female  (1953)  started  to 
dispel,  with  behavioristic  value-neutral  concepts,  the  horri¬ 
ble  “scientific”  opinions  of  some  Freudians  and  other 
psychiatrists  who  have  for  a  century  condemned  gays  as,  at 
best,  arrested  in  their  sexual  development,  often  prescrib¬ 
ing  shock  treatment  and  confinement  to  asylums.  The  doc¬ 
tors,  even  a  school  of  Freudians  and  Nazis  (who  castrated 
and  experimented  on  gays)  supported  by  secular  laws,  have 
been  worse  than  the  clergy  until,  under  Kinsey’s 
behavioristic  influence,  the  American  Psychiatric  Associa¬ 
tion  in  1974  at  long  last  declared  us  different  rather  than 
sick  in  DSM-III  (Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Manual). 

Anti-Semitism  and  Homophobia 

Homophobia  is  as  old  as  anti-Semitism,  having  roots  in 
traditional  Roman  attitudes  of  gravity,  dignity,  and 
familial  duties.  Even  Greeks  beginning  with  Socrates 
himself  censured  rampant  gay  Greek  love.  Aristotle  con¬ 
sidered  homosexuality  unnatural.  The  Stoics  praised 
abstinence.  Poets,  however,  celebrated  pederasty,  even  un¬ 
til  Justinian  (d.  565),  whose  Corpus  Juris  consigned  the 
Sodomites  to  the  flames  because  they  caused  “earthquakes, 
faniines,  and  pestilences.”  The  predominant  Christian 
position  even  as  early  as  St.  Paul’s  Epistle  to  the  Romans  (c. 
60)  condemned  Sodomites  as  unnatural  and  against  God. 
Ascetics  condemned  with  increasing  vehemence  both  Jews 
and  gays  throughout  the  centuries  that  followed.  Christian 
anti-Semitism  and  homophobia,  often  demanding  the 


handedness .  .  .  Homosexual  affection  can  be  as  selfless  as 
heterosexual  affection,  and  therefore  we  cannot  see  that  it 
is  in  some  way  morally  worse.”  They  as  well  as  the 
Unitarians  are  moving  towards  charity  for  their  gay 
brethren  threatened  with  AIDS.  Gay  members  of  even  the 
homophobic  Christian  Science  Church  and  the  fundamen¬ 
talist  Seventh-Day  Adventists  have  organized  groups. 

The  Presbyterians,  Lutherans,  and  Methodists  have  not 
yet  taken  a  clear  stand.  John  Paul  IPs  Congregation  for  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Faith  directed  by  Cardinal  Ratzinger,  and 
the  Southern  Baptists,  now  presided  over  by  bible- 
thumping  Adrian  Rogers  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Mem^is,  a  sort  of  ordained  Anita  Bryant  who  defeated  the 
moderates  to  become  president  of  that  largest  Protestant 
group  in  the  United  States  (membership  16  million),  are 
adamantly  homophobic  in  spite  of  their  professed  commit¬ 
ment  to  charity.  Along  with  the  Orthodox  rabbis  and  many 
Greek  Orthodox  leaders,  these  two  largest  denominations 
are  stigmatizing  us  ever  more,  even  as  the  tragedy  of  the 
AIDS  epidemic  decimates  the  gay  population  with  agoniz¬ 
ing  deaths.  They  exclude  gays,  even  Dignity,  founded  in 
1973  in  the  euphoria  that  followed  Vatican  II,  and  Am 
Tikva,  its  Jewish  counterpart. 

The  compassion  shown  by  thejewish  Universalist  leader¬ 
ship,  of  whom  Nobel  Laureat  Elie  Wiesel  was  the  chief  in- 
spirer,  should  be  particularly  comforting  for  the  communi¬ 
ty  now  being  assailed  by  the  ignorant  as  “bearers  of  disease” 
in  addition  to  the  traditional  epithets.  Even  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  (although  by  a  5  to  4  vote  with 
vigorous  dissent),  which  in  recent  years  distinguished  itself 
in  defense  of  oppressed  and  beleagured  minorities  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  has  recently  joined  the  pack,  citing  an  English 
law  dating  back  to  the  1530s.  An  obiter  dictum  from  Chief 
Justice  Warren  Burger  even  invoked  Biblical  sanctions 
which  could  of  course  also  justify  slavery  or  death  for 
adulterers  and  witches. 

Bernard  CardinalLaw,  who  might  best  be  described  as 
ultra-montanist  (more  papist  than  the  pope)  and  increas¬ 
ingly  recognized  as  the  Pope’s  principal  spokesman  in 
America,  did  not,  while  he  still  had  the  leeway  to  do  so, 
reverse  his  predecessor  Humberto  Cardinal  Medeiros’  1979 
policy  of  excluding  Dignity  from  churches  or  other  Catholic 
property  (a  policy  recently  adopted  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Brcxiklyn  Francis  Mugarero  in  order  to  conform  to  a  direc¬ 
tive  issued  about  a  month  ago  from  Rome).  Dignity  has  for 
some  time  now  had  to  meet  in  the  basement  of  the  Arl¬ 
ington  Street  Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  an  institution 
dedicated  to  active  support  for  oppressed  groups.  In  spite 
of  unyielding  opposition  by  traditionalists.  Law  so  far 
refuses  even  to  discuss  the  issue  publicly,  much  less  to 
match  the  Episcopalians,  whose  Synod  on  February  26 
voted  317-145  to  draft  legislation  for  ordaining  women  as 
priests,  or  the  Unitarian-Universalists,  whose  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  branch  is  one  of  the  first  officially  recognized 
presences  in  a  North  American  religious  body.  {GCN, 
March  1,  1987) 

The  attack  is  accelerating  on  liberal  theologians  like 
Charles  Curran,  S.J.,  of  the  Catholic  University  of 
America,  recently  silenced  by  Rome,  Archbishop  Raymond 
Hunthausen  of  Seattle,  stripped  by  the  Vatican  of  most  of 
his  powers,  or  John  J.  McNeill  {The  Church  and  the 
Homosexual,  1976),  co-founder  of  Dignity  expelled  this 
January  from  the  Jesuit  order:  punishments  meted  out 
because  they  spoke  for  contraception  and  tolerance  of  gay 
sex  in  the  context  of  a  loving  relationship.  The  proposed 
new  edition  of  the  Code  of  Canon  Law  will  give  the  Pope 
control  of  all  Catholic  institutions  of  higher  learning  in 
America  and  throughout  the  world;  heretofore  he  has  only 
had  direct  command  of  two  Catholic  schools  here:  the 
Catholic  University  and  a  small  college  in  Ohio. 

Pope  Paul  VI  began  backsliding  in  1968  when  he  de¬ 
nounced  contraception  in  Humana  Vitae.  By  implication 
the  “Notes”  published  by  the  Vatican  on  June  24,  1985  to 
clarify  relations  between  Catholics  and  Jews,  reversed  the 
conciliatory  attitude  of  Vatican  II,  which  specifically  par¬ 
doned  Jews  for  killing  Christ.  Twenty  years  after  the 


“Declaration  on  the  Relations  of  the  Church  to  Non- 
Christian  Religions."  the  "Notes"  refer  tojudaism  as  a  fail¬ 
ed  religion  and  downplay  the  Holocaust  and  the  founding 
of  modern  Israel  (Judith  Banki  and  Alan  L.  Mittleman. 
Commonweal.  September  6,  1985.  pp  463-68).  Charging 
that  John  Paul  is  retreating  rapidly  from  the  spirit  of 
Vatican  II.  Hans  Kung,  a  theologian  at  the  University  of 
Tuebingen  who  helped  inspire  Vatican  II.  says  that  “the 
new  code  is  precisely  an  expression  of  the  medieval 
paradigm.  For  instance,  the  code  puts  women  in  the  same- 
state  of  dependency  and  inferiority  that  they  suffered  in  the 
Middle  Ages  and  before  modern  times.  I  mean  it  is  a 
medieval  code.  The  words  are  Vatican  II  but  the  spirit  re¬ 
mains  that  of  medieval  clericalism,  authoritarianism,  and  a 
passive  laity”  (David  Toolan,  Commonweal,  January  30, 
1987,  p.  45).  Many  Jesuits  as  well  as  other  liberal  Catholics 
are  supporting  us  as  the  storm  clouds  gather.  We  “carriers 
of  disease”  will  always  remember  support  in  this,  our  hour 
of  need.  Why  is  it  assumed  that  anti-Semitism  is  worse  than 
homophobia,  both  strangely  alike  and  appealing  to  the 
same  types?  Both  lead  to  Auschwitz  and  the  Gulag.  Gay 
bars  and  synagogues  in  our  century  often  flourish  or  disap¬ 
pear  together  in  the  same  cities! 

Towards  a  New  Holocaust? 

Church  and  state  in  concert  are  once  again,  partly  as  a 
backlash  against  gay  liberation,  bearing  down  upon  us,  as 
historian  John  Boswell  (currently  editing  the  lives  of  some 
gay  saints  and  of  early  Christian  marriage  ceremonies  be¬ 
tween  gays)  recently  pointed  out  in  a  lecture  to  Dignity  at 
Boston  University.  In  a  way  not  seen  since  the  Middle  Ages, 
justices  are  citing  Scripture  and  religious  tradition,  while 
clerics  invoke  venerable  secular  laws.  This  is  a  dangerous 
turn,  subverting  some  of  our  most  fundamental  principles: 
separation  of  church  and  state,  privacy,  and  freedom  of 
choice  for  individuals.  Bernard  Law  and  Antonin  Scalia, 
Reagan’s  most  recent  appointment  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
both  in  their  fifties,  both  young  for  the  exalted  offices  they 
hold  and  perhaps  in  line  for  promotion  to  the  top,  are  the 
highest  ranking  Americans  advocating  these  policies. 
Blacks  also  feel  threatened.  Sociologist  Carlos  Moore  of 
Florida  International  University  warned  on  February  28  in 
Miami  at  the  conference  on  “Negritude,  Ethnicity,  and 
Afro-Cultures  in  the  Americas”:  “We  feel  a  second 
holocaust  similar  to  the  one  that  befell  all  Black  People  four 
centuries  ago  has  again  become  possible”  (Boston  Globe, 
March  1,  1987). 

Reaffirmation  of  Jewish  justice  thus  comes  at  a  crucial 
time.  Increased  assaults  on  gays  led  to  hearings  last  summer 
by  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives’  Subcom¬ 
mittee  on  Criminal  Justice.  In  the  past  months,  swastikas 
have  appeared  on  doors  and  walls  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  and  at  UMass. -Boston  along  with  denunciations 
of  Blacks,  Jews,  and  gays.  Chancellor  Robert  Corrigan  who, 
according  to  his  assistant  Paul  Wright  plans  a  seminar  on 
racism,  issued  a  memorandum  on  February  20  affirming 
“the  right  of  all  people,  regardless  of  race,  color,  religion, 
sex,  or  national  origin  to  be  free  from  persecution  and  in¬ 
timidation.”  Strangely  he  does  not  mention  gays. 

Gays  and  Jews,  along  with  such  “heretical”  sects  as 
Quakers,  Unitarians,  and  Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  have  suf¬ 
fered  or  been  tolerated  at  the  same  times  and  places  by  the 
same  people  and  for  the  same  reasons  ever  since  the  Chris¬ 
tian  fanatics  began  their  persecution  under  the  Emperor 
Theodosius  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  century.  (Blacks, 
latecomers  to  Western  society,  faced  their  own  horrors  of 
slavery  and  are  now  suffering  a  backlash,  symbolized  by 
Howard  Beach,  and  the  recent  race  riots  at 
UMass. -Amherst.)  All  those  other  groups  rode  to 
Auschwitz  on  the  same  trains.  Gays,  Jews,  and  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses  are  comrades  today  in  Castro’s  prisons  as  well  as 
in  the  Gulag  Archipelago  in  Russia,  those  slave  labor  camps 
not  as  deadly  but  perhaps  more  extensive  than  Hitler’s. 
Constructed  by  Stalin,  they  are  maintained  by  Gorbachev, 
although  he  has  recently  liberated  about  150  Jewish 
dissidents. 

All  should  follow  the  Conference’s  recommendation  to 
be  ever  vigilant  to  a  fascistic  revival,  particularly  the  clergy, 
most  of  whom  in  Germany  failed  to  recognize  the  symp¬ 
toms  in  time  to  stop  Hitler,  with  the  result  that  the 
Lutheran  and  Catholic  pastors  who  did  protest  (too  late) 
were  also  sent  to  the  camps,  in  not  insignificant  numbers. 
Fascism  normally  mixes  some  conservative  religious  prin¬ 
ciples  with  its  horrendous  sexism,  homophobia,  anti- 
Semitism,  and  racism  in  order  to  snare  the  unwary.  Let  us 
hope  that  the  embattled  liberals,  still  a  majority  of 
American  Catholics  (as  the  defeat  of  Law’s  attempt  to  be 
elected  president  of  the  Bishops’  Council  proves),  and  the 
moderate  Southern  Baptists  win  out  and  follow  thejewish 
example.  The  papal  position  that  gays  should  quit  having 
sex  is  an  absurd  idea  that  will  strengthen  the  hands  of 
fascists  determined  to  destroy  the  spontaneity  and  dissent 
that  is  always  exhibited,  and  necessarily  so,  by 
unassimilable  minorities  such  as  Jews,  gays  and  other 
dissenters. 
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INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


... 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON.  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Telephone: 
(617)  262-5223 


Agoraphobia  Treatment 
and  Research  Center  of 
New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Laurie  A.  Livingston,  Ed.D. 
Licensed  Psychologist 


Specializing  in: 

agoraphobia  •  panic  disorder  •  simple  fears  and  phobias 
•  depression  •  stress  disorders  •  social  anxiety  • 


ROBERT  HAAS  ASSOCIATES 


266  BEACON  STREET  •  BOSTON.  MA  02116  •  TEL.  (617)  262-6269 

PROBLEMS  RELATING  TO  PEOPLE? 

Having  difficulty  meeting  someone  or  maintaining  friendships? 
Trouble  relating  to  your  boss  or  colleagues?  Robert  Haas  Associates  of¬ 
fers  individual  and  group  therapy  which  uses  specific  behavioral  in¬ 
terventions  to  help  one  relate  to  other  people  better.  At  RHA,  we  sit 
down  with  you  —  in  a  relaxed,  gay-identified  environment  —  and 
work  together  to  develop  a  personalized  therapy  program. 

In  addition,  RHA  provides  task-focused,  short-term  therapy  for: 
stress-related  illnesses  •  relationship  problems  •  anxiety 
•depression  •  shyness  •  weight  problems 

Insurance  accepted  Sliding  fee  scale 


f“INTOXI-  MUSICA^\*fS^ 
GATING!”  yMAOAime 

—Arthur  frlAdmoiV  1986.^^,^, 
Boston  Horald  - 

‘HILARIOUS!” 

->iohn  Engstrom. 

Boston  Globo^ 


/ 


“PUNCH, 
PIZZAZZ, 
SMASHING 
MATERIAL!” 

— Joyeo  Kuihawlk, 
WBZ-TV 

‘FABULOUS. .  .WELL 
WORTH  A  SECOND 
VISIT!  GET  THEE  TO 
THIS  PARODY!” 

-Uia  Karlin,  WCVI-TV 

“A  WICKED  DELIGHT! 

— Kavin  Kally,  Boiton  Cloba 

357-8384 
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T£RRf\CE  ROOM 
W  TH€  BOSTOn  m\i  PLbZiN 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

_ J  &  S  Automotive 

BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques,  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  "Best  of  Boston," 
Fall  1980. 


277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


Unhappy  Gays 
Are  Here  Again 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

It  seems  that  whenever  the 
straight  entertainment  media 
deign  to  include  gays  or  gay  issues 
we  re  somehow  expected  to  feel 
thankful.  No  matter  how  many 
worn-out  cliches  of  the  unhappi¬ 
ness  and  shame  of  homosexuality 
are  trotted  past  us,  we’re  supposed 
to  be  happy  about  the  attention. 
Such  is  the  case  with  The  Truth 
About  Alex,  an  hour-long 
Canadian-produced  drama  cur¬ 
rently  being  shown  on  the  cable 
TV  channel  Home  Box  Office. 

Alex  is  a  successful  and  relative¬ 
ly  popular  high  school  football 
player  with  a  reputation  for  skip¬ 
ping  boy-girl  parties.  While  his 
teammates  are  off  socializing  with 
their  girlfriends,  Alex  sits  at  home 
sublimating  the  hell  out  of  his 
piano.  He  is  a  football  star  so  we 
can  see  that  queers  are  able  to  fill 
masculine  roles  and  he  is  a  talented 
pianist  because  all  gay  men  are  ar¬ 
tistic.  As  played  by  Peter  Spence, 
Alex  is  almost  always  unsmiling 
and  brooding,  seemingly  coated  in 
many  layers  of  unspoken  misery. 

After  a  particularly  tiring  after¬ 
noon  workout,  Alex  innocently 
wanders  into  the  men’s  room  at  a 
local  gas  station  where  he  is  imme¬ 
diately  accosted  by  a  truck  driver 
who  lets  his  keys  dangle  on  the 
right  side.  The  trucker  doesn’t 
take  kindly  to  the  fact  that  Alex 
shoves  him  away  with  enough 
force  to  split  his  lip,  so  he  beats  the 
tar  out  of  Alex  and  warns  him  not 
to  “...start  anything  you  can’t 
finish.”  This  is  hardly  a  positive 
gay  model  for  impressionable 
young  Alex,  but  it’s  the  only  one 
he,  or  the  audience,  has  seen  up  to 
this  point.  Of  course  the  authori¬ 


ties  are  called,  the  trucker  some¬ 
how  frames  Alex  and  the  shameful 
little  secret  leaks  out.  A  cop  who 
looks  as  if  he  just  stepped  out  of  A1 
Parker’s  porno  film  Weekend 
Lockup  escorts  the  alarmingly 
silent-victim  Alex  home. 

Alex  then  wanders  over  to  see 
his  best  friend  and  teammate, 
Brad.  For  some  mysterious  reason 
he  is  compelled  to  not  so  much 
come  out  to  his  buddy  as  blurt  out. 
The  major  flaw  in  The  Truth 
About  Alex  is  that  it  is  only  about 
Alex  in  the  most  peripheral  sense. 
The  focus  is  on  Brad,  played  by 
Happy  Days’  Scott  Baio,  and  the 
message  here  is  that  it  must  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  be  different,  but  when 
your  best  friend  tells  you  he’s  gay 
it  can  really  be  tough  on  you! 

Poor  Brad!  Once  the  whole 
world  finds  out  that  his  very  best 
friend  is  a  homo,  he  becomes  the 
butt  of  many  a  terse  and  nasty  bon 
mot.  His  teammates  tease  him,  his 
girlfriend  leaves  him  (“1  just  don’t 
wanna  hang  around  with  someone 
that’s  not  normal. . .  and  neither 
should  you . . .  not  if  you  wanna  be 
with  me.”),  the  coach  threatens 
him,  and  his  father,  the  nasty 
Army  Major  Stevens  who  spits  out 
the  word  “homosexual”  with  a 
New  York  Times  rigidity,  reminds 
him  that  having  a  homosexual  pal 
could  seriously  threaten  his 
chances  for  a  West  Point  admis¬ 
sion.  And  perhaps  even  the  na¬ 
tional  security. 

We’re  treated  to  the  occasioned 
glance  of  the  inherent  sadness  of 
gay  life  such  as  Alex’  first  trip  to  a 
gay  bar.  All  gay  men  drink  heavily 
to  forget  their  pain  and  his  new 
Continued  on  page  12 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


VACATION 

ELATION 


ALL  FARKS  ROUND  TRIP  - 


Amsterdam 

$398 

San  Francisco 

$238 

Brussels 

$388 

Cancun 

$349 

Dublin 

$399 

Tokyo 

$699 

Santo  Domingo 

$305 

Rio  (NYC) 

$599 

San  Juan 

$202 

petroit 

$118 

Los  Angeles 

$238 

Honolulu 

$558 

Orlando 

$178 

Montreal 

$102 

Mexico  City 

$372 

Washington 

$91 

RSVP 


March  21-28,  1987 

Meet  750  New  Faces 
in  1987! 

From  $795.00 


Lowest  Prices  AH  Airlines 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


duC  ^ene 
wfU  55,000 
X€eicUfl4-  —  ^ 


(eaic<!i4-  *20 
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WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P. 

Ward,  David  R.  Lund 

Janice  Plainer,  Barbara  J.  Macy 

Gerry  Azzata 

•Criminal  Defense 

•Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions 

•Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations  - 

•Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination 

•Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates 

•General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Condominium  (^'onversion 

529  Newbury  Street 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

6J  7-266-0760 

415-626-4224 

Violence  and  Abuse 

are  not  just  straight  problems.  Lovers  curse  each 
other,  get  beaten  up,  put  each  other  down,  too. 
Your  relationship  doesn’t  have  to  be  filled  with  fear 
and  frustration. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•  Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 

Inlormation-Evaluation-Relerral  Service 
Insurance  accepted 


behoyior 

0550CI0te5 


Boston _ 

45  Newbury  St. 

262-9166 

nr.  Arlington  T 


Danvers 

5  Elm  St. 
774-0142 


Specializing  in  short  term,  problem-focused  therapy. 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 
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Marxist  &  ‘the  Gays’:  a  Friend  at  the  Home 


By  Eric  Gordon 

A  true  story,  dedicated  to  Marion  Wade. 

A  few  years  ago,  I  worked  as  a 
fundraiser  for  an  old  age  home. 
The  single  most  visible  part  of  my 
job  was  putting  out  an  eight-page 
monthly  newspaper  that  went  to 
the  families  of  the  residents  and  to 
past  and  prospective  donors.  I 
took  most  of  the  photographs,  I 
wrote  most  of  the  stories,  revised 
the  columns  other  writers  submit¬ 
ted,  and  typed  it  all  up. 

You  might  think  I  was  the 
Editor.  I  did  all  the  work  of  an 
editor,  but  my  title  was  Assistant 
Editor.  The  Editor  was  actually 
the  Medical  Director  of  the  Home. 
Dr.  D.  reserved  this  title  for 
himself  out  of  pride,  as  he  had 
founded  the  newspaper  some 
twenty  years  before.  And  also  for 
tactical  reasons:  he  knew  which 
families  were  the  big  givers.  If  my 
version  of  the  Man  of  the  Year  din¬ 
ner  or  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  lun¬ 
cheon  wasn’t  flattering  enough, 
he’d  have  me  rewrite  it  and  retype 
it  sometimes  three  and  four  times. 
With  no  word  processor,  I  found 
myself  doing  lots  and  lots  of  typing. 

I  have  to  tell  you  something 
about  Dr.  D.,  and  this  brings  us 
closer  to  the  reason  I’m  telling  this 
story.  It  seems  he  was  an  old  leftie, 
who  still  considered  himself  very 
much  a  progressive.  He’d  often 
tell  me  to  be  sure  to  get  a  picture  in 
the  paper  of  the  Black  or  Hispanic 
nurse’s  aide  or  cafeteria  worker 
who  won  an  award  from  the  Home 
for  excellent  service.  And  I  would 
naturally  publish  any  letters  that 
came  in  praising  the  care  they 
rendered  to  the  patients.  In  these 
respects  our  politics  were  eminent¬ 
ly  compatible. 


Now  by  saying  “old”  1  really 
mean  it.  Dr.  D  was  already  in  his 
80s  w  hen  I  got  there.  He  was  older 
than  many  of  the  residents,  but  in 
excellent  health,  with  a  strong 
stride  and  hearty  appetites  for 
both  food  and  conversation. 

My  personal  life  1  kept  to 
myself.  I  never  met  another  gay 
person  in  all  the  time  I  worked 
there.  1  certainly  did  not  share  my 
life  outside  the  Home  with  Dr.  D., 
except  perhaps  to  mention  I’d 
marched  in  a  peace  demonstra¬ 
tion,  which  1  knew  he’d  like  to 
hear.  Sometimes,  too,  we’d  rem¬ 
inisce  about  our  trips  to  the  USSR. 
He’d  often  share  with  me  his  opin¬ 
ions  about  the  news.  I  remember 
the  death  of  Brezhnev.  How  he  ad¬ 
mired  the  order  and  discipline  of 
the  televised  funeral  ceremonies!  1 
recall  his  satisfaction  that  it  was 
the  Polish  military  and  police,  not 
requiring  the  services  of  the  Soviet 
Army,  who  crushed  the  threat  to 
socialism  posed  by  the  Solidarity 
movement. 


So  this  was  the  kind  of  pro¬ 
gressive  he  was:  some  genuinely 
admirable  decency  mixed  in  with  a 
host  of  tired,  discredited  pre¬ 
judices  from  the  1930s. 

Let  me  add  one  more  thing,  and 
then  I  promise  to  come  to  the 
point.  Even  his  decency  was  hard 
to  take.  For  on  the  job  this  was  one 
of  the  most  authoritarian  individ¬ 
uals  you  would  ever  care  to  en¬ 
counter.  Are  you  surprised?  It 
would  sound  strange  to  Dr.  D.  to 
suggest  that  “politics”  had 
anything  to  do  with  altering  the 
character  of  human  relations.  The 
staff  at  the  Home  knew  better  than 
to  cross  him  with  any  backtalk. 
They  avoided  his  glance  when  they 
passed  in  the  corridors,  fearful  of 
earning  his  scorn  for  unknown 
sins.  People  did  what  he  said. 

Well,  over  the  weekend  my 
friend  Marion  attended  a  feminist 
streetfair,  and  for  me,  the  Assis¬ 
tant  Editor,  she  purchased  a  but¬ 
ton.  “He’s  pretty,”  it  read,  “but 
can  he  type?”  1  loved  it.  On  Mon- 


Of  course  1  took  off  the  button. 
But  what  could  he  want  to  talk  to 
me  about?  With  this  one  little  joke 
I  was  maybe  publicly  protesting 
my  job  conditions  before  the  en¬ 
tire  staff  and  visitors?  This  is  what 
1  believed  he  might  be  thinking. 

I  had  all  day  to  stew  over  it.  Was 
he  going  to  fire  me  for  it?  Give  me 
a  warning?  How  could  he  be  so 
upset? 

At  4  p.m.  1  told  his  secretary  I 
was  there  to  see  Dr.  D.  He  had  me 
wait  another  five  minutes.  At  last 
the  moment  of  reckoning  came. 

“You  wanted  to  see  me.  Dr. 
D.?” 

“Sit  down.  What’s  with  that 
button  you  were  wearing  this  mor¬ 
ning?” 

“What’s  with  it?  I’m  not  sure 
what  you  mean,”  I  answered. 

“What  did  it  say  again? 
Something  about  pretty  boys, 
wasn’t  it?” 

“It  said,  ‘He’s  pretty,  but  can  he 
type?’  It’s  just  that  everyone 
knows  1  do  so  much  typing  on  my 


pretty,  ”  it  read,  ""But  can  he  type?^^ 


Then  there  was  the  candidate 
for  governor  who  came  to  the 
Home  one  day  to  solicit  votes  from 
our  250  elderly  residents  gathered 
in  assembly.  He  spent  his  entire 
allotted  time  scaring  them  with 
crime  stories  so  they  would  sup¬ 
port  his  campaign  for  the  death 
penalty.  Like  me.  Dr.  D.  was 
disgusted;  by  mutual  connivance, 
not  a  word  mentioning  the  can¬ 
didate’s  presence  at  the  Home 
found  its  way  into  our  newspaper. 


day  1  wore  it  to  work,  pinned  on 
my  tie.  The  secretaries  in  the  office 
adored  it.  “Such  a  pity,  a  bright 
young  fellow  like  you,  and  Dr. 
D.’s  got  you  banging  away  at  the 
typewriter  all  day.”  That’s  what 
they  said. 

About  10  o’clock  Dr.  D.  came 
down.  When  he  saw  my  button, 
right  in  front  of  everyone  he  told 
me,  “Take  that  off.  And  come 
see  me  at  4  this  afternoon.  I 
want  to  talk  to  you  about  this.” 


job;  you  know,  the  newspaper  and 
everything.  So  it’s  just  kind  of  a 
role  reversal,  a  joke  about  sex 
roles.” 

Dr.  D.  stared  at  me,  hostile,  not 
responding  as  I  tried  to  explain. 
The  joke  was  getting  stale  from 
lack  of  comprehension.  Finally  he 
intoned,  “You  know.  I’m  really 


disappointed  in  you.  From  some 
of  our  discussions  about  politics 
and  social  questions,  1  had  the  im¬ 
pression  you  were  a  fairly  pro¬ 
gressive  young  man.” 

“Yes?” 

“So  how  can  you  wear  a  button 
like  that,  that  singles  out  a  minori¬ 
ty  group?” 

“A  minority?” 

“1  certainly  didn’t  think  you 
were  the  type  of  individual  who 
wold  just  gratuitously  insult  a 
whole  class  of  people.” 

“Insult?  I’m  not  following  you. 
Dr.  I  mean,  maybe  the  joke  isn’t 
that  funny,  but  who  does  it  insult? 
Men  who  type?  If  anything,  it’s  a 
joke  on  myself!” 

“Eric,  are  you  trying  to  play 
games  with  me  or  something?”  By 
now  Dr.  D.’s  voice  was  rising  with 
irritation. 

“No  really,  I  don’t  understand 
what  you’re  getting  at,”  1  replied, 
thinking  this  is  one  of  the  most 
baffling  discussions  I  have  ever  ex¬ 
perienced.  “Who  does  it  insult?” 

“Who  does  it  insult?”  he  prac¬ 
tically  screamed  at  me  across  the 
desk.  “The  gays!” 

«  *  * 

Years  later,  I  have  trouble 
remembering  how  that  surprising 
conversation  ended.  Somehow  I 
weaseled  a  way  out  of  my  shock.  1 
may  have  said  he  was  misreading 
the  message.  Who  knows?  I  may 
even  have  said  some  of  my  best 
friends .... 

Continued  on  page  12 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


DAVID  L. 

COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

In%uranc0  for  all  your  noods 

Suite  830 

50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 

Orleans/Bewster 
Office  ParK 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 

CnrELLOW  RAGES 

IWORMING  FHF  GAY  COMMUNIty  SIMCE  1973 
Iccommodalions  AA  groups  bars,  baths,  book 
ilores  busirresses  counselors,  benlisis.  doctors 
hotels  tai*Yers.  road  order,  media,  publications 
otqani/alions.  religious  groups,  services  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents 
etc  etc  etc  (area  codes  &  /ip  codes  loo' ) 
USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3  50.  includes 
Manhattan  Bat  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3  50.  AlaOama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina  Florida.  Georgia  Kansas  Ken¬ 
tucky  Louisiana  Mississippi  Missouri  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma  Puerto  Rico  Tennessee 
(Texas  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3  50;  Connecticut 
Delaware  Distncl  ot  ColumBia  Maine  Maryland. 
Massachusetts  New  Hampshire  Ohio  Pennsyiva 
nia  Rhode  Island  Vermont  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20.  the  rest  ot  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Raiwssanco  House.  Box  292GCN  VMage  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-T720  All  books  discreetly 
By  lesl  class  mail  your  name  kept  sirctly  contiden 
lial  To  list  a  Business  or  oiganiyalion.  or  tor  turlher 
inlormalion  send  stamped  sell  addressed 
Business  si/e  envelope  Ploasa  contact  us  Is 
pricisoutSKtottwUSA  In  Canada,  order  IrornGbo 
Day  Books.  BABA  Yonge  SI  .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'r 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  lor  pncas) 

Ask  u  about  GayaWM  Pages  on  marling  labels! 


VIDA  K,  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


General  Practice  Employment 

•Family  Law  ‘Discrimination 

•Real  Estate  Transfers  ‘Unemployment 

‘Consumer/Small  ‘Worker's  Comp. 

Business 

52  Western  Ave.,  Comb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Boys’  Sexual  Practices 

t  A  paedophile  writer  is  developing  an  explicit  textbook  on  the  male-  ^ 
J  oriented  sexual  practices  boys  engage  in  from  childhood  to  young  ^ 
^  manhood.  Instead  of  medicalese  the  subject  material  is  presented  in  4 
4  straightforward  boy  language.  The  writer  desires  to  contaa  a  paedo-  4 
4  phile  artist  who  would  be  interested  to  collaborate  on  the  book  in  sup-  J 
4  plying  line  drawings  in  exchange  for  world  publication  rights.  The  ? 
t  work  would  involve  delineations  of  the  pubescent  and  prepubescent  J 
^  male  figure  in  the  line  style  of  the  accompanying  illustration. 

4  The  writer  is  undertaking  the  project  purely  for  personal  satisfaction 
4  out  of  a  long-standing  interest  to  provide  men  and  boys  with  a  forth- 
4  right  textbook  advancing  their  mutual  interests.  Reply  to  Box  182, 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  0.  Groipen,  DOS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DOS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


DESIGN 
PRINTING 

LET  US  HELP  ^  TYPESETTING 

YOU  PREPARE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS. 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 
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JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 


2069 


Counseling  & 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON,  MA  022  l.S 


^BEST  EVER! 

THIRD  EDITION! 


For  gay  men  and  lesbians,  their 
families  and  friends,  The  Whole  Gay 
Catalog  brings  the  world  of  lesbian 
and  gay  literature  as  close  as  your 
telephone  or  mailbox.  Offers  a 
multitude  of  BOOKS,  plus  VIDEOS, 
RECORDS  &  TAPES,  GIFTS,  and 
more!  Over  100  pages,  indexed. 
ORDER  YOURS  NOW!  FROM  THE 
WORLD'S  LEADING  GAY  AND 
LESBIAN  BOOKSTORE! 

. (Discretely  Packaged) . 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

Co  HIV  Education  and  Testing  Program  • 
^  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 
Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  ' 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 
Nutrition  •  Dermatology  • 
Geriatrics  •  Podiatry 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 

by  appointment  only 


LISA’S  RECORDED 

★  LOVE  STORIES  ★ 

★  SHE  WILL  WHISPER  ★ 

★  SWEET  NOTHINGS  IN  ★ 

★  YOUR  EAR.  ★ 

★  CALL  1-900-410-3600  * 
^  DIRECT  1-900-410-3700  ^ 

★  NOW!  1-900-410-3800  ★ 


I  enclose  $2.  Please  send  my  copy  of 

99*  Whole  Qoy  Gatolog: 

Mail  to:  Lambda  Rising,  Dept.  . 157 
1625  Connecticut,  NW,  Wash.,  DC  20009 

Name _ 

Address _ 


^City. 


State  Zip 


★ 

★ 


NO  MEMBERSHIP  NECESSARY 


SO*  (Oil  lirtt  mtnuto.  3$*  ••ch  AOCfittonoi  oiinulO 


★ 

★ 


On  HBO:  Unhappy  Gays 

Continued  from  page  10 


buddy,  Robin,  is  no  exception, 

Alex:  Hey,  did  you  feel  better 
when  you,  er , . .  um . . .  came  out? 

Robin:  Relieved,  maybe  —  like 
a  weight  off  my  back.  Of  course 
now  that  I’m  out  there’s  other 
problems.  My  father  —  I  still  can’t 
talk  to  him. 

Fortunately  the  straights  come 
to  the  rescue  when  Alex’  dream- 
parent  sympathetic  father  sends 
Brad  into  the  bar  to  retrieve  his 
son.  “ ...  I  let  you  down  when  you 
needed  me. . .  everything’s  gonna 
be  all  right ...”  his  father  whispers 
in  an  embrace  that  is  truly  the 
warmest  moment  in  the  film. 

The  conflicts  aren’t  over.  Will 
Alex  be  cut  from  the  team  before 
the  big  game?  Does  he  care  or  will 
he  retreat  to  the  world  of  the 
piano?  More  importantly,  will 
Brad  ever  get  over  the  unsettling 
fact  that  his  best  friend  is  gay?  Will 
anyone  ever  talk  to  him  again? 
Should  he  listen  to  his  father  when 
he  forbids  him  to  associate  with  a 
known  homosexual?  Do  any  of 
these  questions  matter? 

No.  With  the  more  relaxed  cen¬ 
sorship  standards  of  the  cable 
television  industry  it  is  surprising 
that  it  is  still  too  much  to  ask  for 
positive  portrayals  of  gay  life.  If 
one  looks  at  The  Truth  About 
Alex  for  any  semblance  of  our 
multi-faceted  gay  world,  all  that  is 
to  be  found  is  shadowy  unhappi¬ 
ness.  It’s  clear  that  the  target  audi¬ 
ence  for  this  show  is  the  same  age 
as  its  high  school  student  charac¬ 
ters  and  while  the  basic  platitude 
‘‘It’s  okay  to  be  different,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  other  people  think...” 
rings  true,  the  cliches  used  to  ex¬ 
press  the  point  are  frustrating. 


Cable  is  capable  of  much  better, 
most  episodes  of  the  Showtime 
network’s  weekly  series  Brothers 
do  more  to  foster  understanding 
of  gay  reality  than  the  tired  confec¬ 
tion  of  Alex.  The  problem  with 
this  Tootsie  Roll  Pop  is  that  what 
lies  at  the  center  is  bullshit. 

Marxist 

Continued  from  page  II 

But  recently  I  picked  up  a  1957 
issue  of  that  pocket-size  magazine 
Sexology.  1  think  it  was  the  blurb 
for  one  of  the  stories  that  attracted 
my  eye:  ‘‘Are  We  All  Double- 
Sexed?”  Inside  were  more  articles 
on  ‘‘Homosexuality  in  Women,” 
‘‘Lord  Byron’s  Strange  Sex  Life” 
and  ‘‘Sexual  Aberration  in  Old 
Men.”  Lo  and  behold,  who  is 
listed  among  the  Board  of  Medical 
and  Sexological  Consultants  but 
my  old  friend  at  the  Home?  So  he 
was  reading  something  else  besides 
the  Daily  Worker  after  all.  Well, 
he  was  pretty  clumsy  in  his  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  ‘‘the  gays,” 
but  I  guess  I  underestimated  him, 
too.  Of  course,  as  1  say,  with  Dr. 
D.,  even  his  decency  was  hard  to 
take. 

Sable 

Continued  from  page  3 
this  winter. 

New,  grassroots  oriented 
organizations  are  forming  while 
elite,  lower-profile  ones  fall  by  the 
wayside.  Chicago’s  lesbian/gay 
community  is  becoming  more  ac¬ 
tive;  the  old  ‘‘keep  quiet”  attitude 
no  longer  holds  sway,  and  a  cor¬ 
responding  rise  in  our  “clout”  is 
inevitable. 


business  guide 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 
MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 
BOOKSTORES 
CLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02 1 39 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  ).P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 

AFFORDABLE  CATERING 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 
DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
266,8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

CRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOC  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOC  TRAINING  CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Sp>ecialists 

Medford,  MA 

395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 

926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 
DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


CTR. 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  C,UILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Good  way  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02 1 22 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR.WOMEN, 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02  n  5 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186'/!  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
3 1 9  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 


STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 


PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
DAVID'S  phot(x;raphy 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  GROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 
ROLFING 
USA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 

P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 

Boston,  MA  02123 

282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  f*ianner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville.  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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PERSONALS 


WM  will  share  small  secluded  log  home 
with  person  on  SS.  Likes  animals.  Han¬ 
dy  with  tools.  No  drugs.  Call  (617) 
347-3866  after  6PM. _ (34) 

LET'S  WRITE 

Young  gay  professional  would  like  to 
become  a  penpal  with  other  gay  guys.  I 
like  music,  trivia,  politics  and  cooking. 
Drop  me  a  note  at  PO  Box  6408, 
Portland,  Maine  04102 _ (34) 

SPANISH  PROGRAM  FOR  WOMEN 
AUGUST:  Study  Spanish  In  Cuer¬ 
navaca,  Mexico.  Live  with  Mexican 
family.  Learn  history,  politics  and 
culture  of  Mexican  women  through  ex¬ 
perience.  Write  NEIGHBORS/SISTERS, 
PO  Box  92,  Hallowell,  ME  04347; 
(207)626-0984. _ ^ _ (34) 

'Vecino  Construction  Brigade'  Is 
presently  organizing  12  people  to  go  to 
Sebaco  in  Nicaragua  in  mid-May  to 
help  with  the  construction  of  an 
agricultural  machinery  school  for 
Nicaraguan  farmers.  Cost  approx. 
$1000.  Call  731-1590  for  Info. _ (33) 

TRADE,  SELL  OR  BUY:  If  you  like 
videos  of  18  to  25  yr  old  boys  I  have  the 
latest.  Willing  to  trade  or  sell  at  over  50/ 
off.  All  VHS  and  all  originals.  Write  Box 
5921,  Boston  MA  02114 _ (34) 

Jewish  lesbian  seeks  love  and  affec¬ 
tion,  friends,  a  sweetie.  I  like  music, 
books,  poetry,  food,  fresh  air,  hugs.  Are 
you  a  woman  whose  company  I  might 
enjoy?  Give  it  a  try.  Write  GCN  Box  184. 
(No  smkfdrgs)  _ (34) 

JLF,  22,  creative,  intense,  committed  to 
both  Judaism  &  healing,  skng  JLF  21-30 
for  honest,  caring,  rel.  Interest  in 
Judaism  nec.  at  min.  Write  GCN  Box 
188 _ (34) 

Y  A  CLASS?  SM  TWN.  ALL  CPLS.  L  43, 
5'3”,  138,  Intel,  shy  at  1st.  Gd  humor, 
Iks  movies,  TV,  TRVL,  dance,  chess, 
outdrs,  art,  polatlx,  sks,  W,  sim  int  and 
relatshp.  Pis  no  hvies  or  hvy  drinkers. 
PO  Box  59,  Polly  Ann  Pk,  Dover,  NH 
03820. _ (34) 

LF  36,  looking  to  share  country  adven¬ 
tures,  movies,  cozy  times  ith  friends, 
left  politics,  poetry  and  passion.  Box 
178 _ ^ _ (33) 

CIncut,  cinshavn,  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  fone,  off 
street  parkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob. _ _ _ (63) 

S.  Shore  prof  LF  couple  seeks  same 
30+  for  concerts,  plays,  dinners, 
movies,  some  outdoor  activities.  Box 
18r _ (34) 

Hi.  I’m  Connie  and  I’m  lonely.  Please 
call  me.  1-900-410-3700.  50  •  Toll  first 
minute,  35‘each  additional  minute.  (44) 

I  need  someone  to  talk  to.  Call  Pam 
1-900-410-3600.  50*  Toll  first  minute,  35* 
each  additional  minute. _ (^) 

Hi.  My  name  is  Lisa.  I'm  young  and 
beautiful.  I'd  like  ot  talk  to  you.  Give  me 
a  call  1-900-410-3800.  50*  Toll  first 
minute,  35*  each  additional  minute.  (44) 

GWM  30,  Br.  halr/hzl  eyes,  5’  11"  by 
turns  shy,  boisterous,  sexy,  klutzy, 
camp  or  dead  serious,  seeks  versatile, 
nice,  sane  beau  for  music,  bear  hugs, 
rainy  walks,  biking;  someone  to  laugh 
and  cry  with,  write  tacky  postcards  to, 
adore,  bake  brownies  for,  watch  shav¬ 
ing,  Box_624;_Canrv02148 _ Q3) 

Blind  GM  needs  ride  back  to  Medford 
after  Fri.  nite  stuffing  at  GCN.  Call 
576-0949, 9-5,  ask  for  Dave. _ (Q) 

BUTCH  SEEKS  FEM  —  BOSTON 

GWF,  attr,  fall,  sei-husky  sks  same.  I’m 
semi-butch,  passive  quiet  &  caring.  Sk 
semi-fem/fem  who's  outgoing, 
possessive  aggr  &  will  keep  me  busy. 
Sk  companion,  friend  &  ?  no  drugs, 
smokers  OK,  photo.  PO  Box  74,  Revere, 
MA  02151. _ (34) 

GWM  Christian  want  to  know  you.  Will 
ans  all  who  send  photo.  1  have  a  hot 
body  for  you.  No  ruff  stuff  please.  Jack 
Haproff,  9242  Telegraph  A-2,  Downey, 
CA  90240 _ (33) 

GW  JWSH  PROF  30’s  sks  same- 
healthy-att  r  Ivg-slim.  No 
drugs/smke/alco;  someone  who  wants 
to  be  happy,  enjoy  life,  play  and  sing  tra 
la  la!  It's  me,  t’me!  — 


HELP  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


Nurse  Practitioner  F/T:  Challenging  position  for  primary  care  - 
triage/AIDS  research  NP.  Resume  to  Martha  Moon. 

Medical  Assistant  F/T:  Involving  direct  patient  care  arid 
clerical/housekeeping  functions.  Must  be  bright  and 
energetic.  No  experience  needed.  Resume  to  Jerry  Feuer,  PA. 

Administrative  Secretary  F/T:  Strong  typing,  word  process¬ 
ing,  organizational  and  writing  skills.  Responsible  for  P/T 
clerical  workers,  Board  communications,  and  office  routines. 
Call  Heather  at  267-7573. 

Full  benefits,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

ECHO  16  Havlland  St.,  Boston,  M A  02115 


PWA’S 

NEED 

YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing  health  care  to  people 
with  AIDS,  The  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 
has  a  unique  opportunity.  Currently,  we  are  hiring  Home 
Health  Aides  to  work  specifically  with  PWA's.  We  will 
provide  you  with  the  training  and  certify  you  as  a  Home 
Health  Aide.  Take  the  challenge  and  provide  personal 
care  to  people  who  really  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedules  for  full  and  part-time 

•  Paid  training  provided 

Interested  candldiites  should  call  |im  McCarthy  at 
426-5555,  ext.  354. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


[ 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 


1 


HELP  WANTED _ 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec.  but  I  prefer 
those  w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec,  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring. _ (C) 

HOUSING  MEDIATOR 
Half-time  position,  non-profit  housing 
program  sen/ing  landlords  and  tenants 
in  Malden,  Medford  and  Everett.  Pro¬ 
vide  mediation  to  resolve  landlord/te- 
■nant  disputes.  Mediation  experience  re¬ 
quired  and  housing  background  prefer¬ 
red.  Full-time  position  possible.  Send 
resume  by  3/16  to  Tri-Cap  Housing  Ser¬ 
vices,  10  High  St,  Suite  10,  Medford,  MA 
02155.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer.(33) 

BETWEEN  FRIENDS 
Group  residential  —  entertainement- 
related  —  telephone  services  senring 
the  gay  community  is  hiring  atten¬ 
dant/moderators  to  monitor  the  lines. 
Around  the  clock  shifts  available.  Ap¬ 
plicants  must  have  good  telephone 
skills  and  ability  to  respond  decisively. 
Competitive  pay/  Kendall  Sq  Office. 
Please  call  to  arrange  interview. 
639-1412. _ (34) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Howard  Brown  Memorial  Clinic,  a  na¬ 
tionally  recognized  leader  In  AIDS 
research,  STD  services,  AIDS-related 
services  and  health  education  Is  seek¬ 
ing  qualified  candidates  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Executive  Director.  HBMC  is  a 
not-for-profit  corporation  with  a  staff  of 
47  paid  employees  and  350  active 
volunteers  and  an  annual  budget  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  $2.5  million.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  direction  of  deputy  director  in  the 
operations  management  planning  and 
supervision  of  business  manager, 
special  emphasis  on  deveopment,  fun¬ 
draising,  public  relations,  and  liaison 
with  other  health  care  and  social  ser¬ 
vice  agencies  and  government. 

Ideal  candidate  possesses  en¬ 
thusiasm,  acumen,  leadership  qualities 
and  highly  developed  communication 
and  people  skills.  Previous  experience 
in  similar  position  of  responsibility  is 
highly  desirable. 

Submit  cover  letter,  resume  and  salary 
requirements  to:  Roger  Stone,  Search 
Committee,  665  W.  Melrose,  Chicago, 
IL  60657.  (33) 

Wanted:  experienced  picture  framer  in 
busy  full-service  shop  in  Brookline  nr 
Coolidge  Corner.  Call  between  10am  & 
6pm  for  appt  and  info. _ (33) 

BOOKKEEPER/TAX  PREPARER  for 
non-profit  women’s  org.  8-10 
hrs/mo.(more  at  tax  seas.)  $8/hr.  Com¬ 
puter/bookkeeping  exp.  Letter  to  Hiring 
Comm.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St,  CambMA  02139. _ (34) 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

FEATURES  EDITOR:  Recruit  and  sus¬ 
tain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign 
and  edit  weekly  feature  articles  and 
calendar  and  monthly  book  review. 
Assist  in  design  of  features  pages: 
responsible  for  lay-out  of  features 
pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing  ex¬ 
perience,  strong  verbal,  organizational 
and  interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

All  positions  require  familiarity  w/gay 
and  lesbian  community;  commitment 
to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  Issues. 
Salaries  and  benefils  $180/week  and 
fully  paid  health  and  life  insurance, 
sick  time  and  four  weeks'  paid  vaca¬ 
tion,  Each  position  offers  the  staff 
member  responsibility  for  his/her  own 
job,  with  some  flexible  hours  and  am¬ 
ple  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  Immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street.  5th  floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 


Design  Director:  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  of  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred. 


PROVINCETOWN 

Part-time  position  available  as  an  ad. 
rep.  for  Gay  Community  News.  High 
commission.  Flex,  sched.  &  friendly 
org.  make  this  a  great  way  to  earn  extra 
$  &  support  your  community  this  spring 
&  summer.  Call  Dan  (617)426-4469  (c) 


J34) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
$75  In  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$55/hr.  Work  in  any  U.S.  city.)  Call  Scott 
at  215-545-1238.  _  (38) 

PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  (May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST, 
the  comfortable  women’s  music 
festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman,  Deidre  McCalla,  Lucie 
Blue  Tremblay,  Labrys,  Suede.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  lux¬ 
urious  setting.  Swimming  poool,  tennis 
courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall,  indoor 
hot  showers  and  flush  toilets.  Choice 
of  cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  ac¬ 
tivities.  Craft  marketplace.  Workshops. 
Softball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at 
CAMPFEST  with  meals  included  for 
$28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037.  _ m 


PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN.33W17thSt.NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  ot  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
International  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  'off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
M  A  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism.  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues:  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge.  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


TRAVEL 


FOREX  TRAVEL 
Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  Street 
at  Boston’s  Park  Plaza 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. 

-ZIP. 


PHONE 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  it  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines:  Business 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 

Additional  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


Non-Business 

Business 


Non-Business 


Business 

Non-Business 


X  2.00  = 

X  1.00  = 

7.00  = 
5.00  = 
X  .75  = 

X  .50  = 


TOTAL 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Coi.  inches 


or  part  thereof: 
TOTAL  for  1  Week 
Number  of  Weeks 
SUBTOTAL 


X  12.00  = 

(Add)  = 

(Multiply)  = _ 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  paymer.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15%  = 


for  31 -I- consec.  wks.  20%  =  _ 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY  =  _ 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

Hi  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  =  _ 

Tearshts:  ffwks _ xl.OO  =  _ 
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TRY  GCN’s 

“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed,  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  wanted  for 
lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace  close  to  pond  and  MBTA.  No 

pets.  646-7968.  (34) _ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GWF  sks  IF  for  spacious  ,  Ite,  3bdrm 
apt  in  W.  Som.  Conv.  to  buses,  grt  loc. 
Avail  3/1  or  4/1 .  $250  -t- .  623-5739  (33) 

Worcester  LF  30-t-,  student  sks  sim.  F. 
Pleasant,  safe,  conv  apt.  $243  inci  ht. 
No  pets,  drugs,  minimal  smk,  ale. 
757-2457.  Pep  req. _  (33) 

BOSTON  ROOMMATE  NEEDED! 

L22,  clean,  respons,  w/humor  sks  L(s)  to 
share  apt.  Call  Laura,  267-9423.  (33) 

JP  LFs  seek  3rd,  beaut  apt,  orange  line. 
Share  food,  chores,  respect. 
Drug/smk/alc/pet  free.  267  + .  Let's 
create  a  home.  426-9448.  W;  522-2921. 
(33) _ 

Bl— FEMALE  WANTS  SAME 

Cozy  area  close  to  Cinti.Just  bring 
yourself.  Come  share  my  good  fortune. 
4310  Batavia  Meadow  Drive  no.  7 
Batavia,  Ohio  45103. _ (33) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  unfurn  2.'h  Bdrm 
apt  near  Fitchburg  State  College  w/d  no 
smokers/pets/drugs.  $292.5  +  includes 
heat.  1-342-4031  evenings  late.  (33) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Boston.  NearT.  Pkg  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers/ 
pets.  $350  IncI  heat  536-0147.  (33) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  LF  seek  3rd  for  beautiful  sunny  gay- 
owned  JP  apt  close  to  T.  We're  looking 
for  a  feminist  non-smoker.  Indep  hse. 
April!  245 -h  .  524-7959. _ (33) 

2  LF  and  cat  seek  LF  for  3  BR  apt, 
Somerville.  Cozy,  hardwood  floors,  2 
porches.  We  are  friendly,  warm,  respon¬ 
sible  —  seek  same.  Rent  $233 -i-  util. 
For  May  1st.  No  smokers/pets  please. 
Call  Dina/Dianne  623-0310,  625-3910. 
(32) _ _ 

PROF  GF  36  SEEKS  OTHER  GF 
30-1-  TO  SHARE  HOUSE  WOBURN 
Furn  rm  nr  comm  rail,  rts  93  +  95. 1  am 
quiet  not  into  drugs  or  alcohol.  Pets 
OK.  Rent  350  util  inc.  935-8517  bet 
4-9PM.  Lvmsg.  _  (33) 

LIVE  IN  CAMBRIDGE 

2  LF  SK  L  who  is  stable,  30 -i-  has 
positive  energy,  nonsmkr  for  sgl  fam 
hse,  yard,  garden,  porch,  pkg.  Semiveg. 
coop  w  sense  of  humor  and  diversity. 
$208-1-  354-3399.  Available  immed.  (34) 
3F  seek  4th  for  sunny  Inman  Sq.  apt. 
Semi-veg.,  politically  aware,  interest  in 
the  arts,  non-smoker,  likes  pets.  $225  + 
Call  Kati,  Susan,  Gretchen  661-1929.  (34) 

LF  seeks  resp  F  to  share  2br  apt  in  JP. 
Have  cats  and  dog.  No  drugs.  Min. 
alcoh.  Near  T  and  Jam  Pond. 
$375  +  util.  Call  Nancy  522-2118.  (34) 

2L  looking  for  you  to  move  to  our  JP 
apt.  Friendly  non-smoking  L's  en¬ 
couraged  to  call.  524-7184  to  find  out 
more  about  us.  U-pay  $250  -i-  &  move  in 
An. _ (35) 

Sunny  Somerville  home.  2  LF’s  seek 
3rd.  Available  April  1,  Garden  and  por¬ 
ches.  Near  Davis  Sq.  No  cigs  or  pets. 
Call  625-7435.  (34) 

For  CLEVE  CIRCLE  scruffy  basemt  apt 
Apr  1.  2F  sk  rmmate  24 -i-,  independt. 
Friendly,  considerate,  respect  privacy. 
NONEATNIKS.  Near  3 T  lines.  $216  inci 
ht  Dana  or  Naomi  739-6566. _ (34) 

BROOKLINE/BOSTON 
GF  35,  seeks  mat.  considerate  clean 
GF  spirtl.  veg.  Would  be  nice  no  hvy 
drugs  or  ale.  Smk  ok  for  rent  cont.  nice 
2  bdr.  apt  on  Green  line.  $257.50  Incis 
heat,  no  pets.  Call  after  8:30.ASAP. 
232-3139. _ (32) 

APARTMENTS _ 

WINTHROP 
GARDEN  APARTMENT 

Garden  apt  In  2  fam  home  2  br  den  Ir,  dr, 
kit  w/  maid  &  butler  pantries.  Jacuzzi 
bath.  Private  deck.  Oceanview.  Close  to 
T.  Util  inci.  Ref  please.  $1200  mon 
846-9163. _ (35) 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  IN  MISSION 
Hill  —  Quiet  mature  gay  man  needed 
available  now  —  call  442-4527.  Preferl- 
ble  after  9PM  —  weekends. _ (33) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (34) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

GM,  24,  resp,  non-smk,  seeks  friendly, 
cat-free  house.  Can  afford  $300  max,  in¬ 
ci  util.  Will  move  into  existing  house,  or 
join  others  to  sk  apt.  Cail  Mark, 
247-3679. _ (33) 

GCN  SEEKS  NEW  HOME 
GCN  needs  help  moving  to  our  new 
space.  Please  consider  a  donation  of 
time  and/or  money  for  the  inevitable 
moving  costs.  Be  prepared  to  come  by 
a  few  times  to  lend  a  hand  packing 
boxes.  Cali  us  —  we  have  many  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  how  you  could  help. 
GCN  is  run  by  its  membership.  We  look 
to  you  for  help. 

Please  contact  GCN  MOVE  folks  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

SPACE  NEEDED 

A  group  of  lesbians  meeting  for  an  In¬ 
ternational  conference  March  27-29 
need  space:  sleeping  for  25-30  w/6 
meeting  rooms  and  a  kitchen.  Can  you 
help  with  a  very  low  rent  location?  Call 
321-4254,  or  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA 
02114. _ (35) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES 

from  $1  (U  repair).  Delinquent  tax  pro¬ 
perty.  Repossessions.  Call 
805-687-6000.  Ext.  GH-1437  for  current 
repo  list.  _ (M) 

WOMEN'S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Woman-made  arts  and  crafts.  All  you 
favorite  craftswomen  return  on  Intn’l 
Women’s  Day,  March  8,  at  186  Hamp- 
shire  St.,  Cam.,  Noon  to  5. _ (33) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Lole,  426-4469. _ (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  next  gathering  will  be  held  in  the 
Boston  area,  during  the  weekend  of 
March  27th.  We  meet  for  support  &  net¬ 
working  and  welcome  contact  from 
other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
HoiocausI  Survivors.  A  partners  group 
has  also  been  formed  for  women  who 
are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both 
partners.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254.  _ (35) 


SERVICES 


LEARN  SPANISH  THIS  SPRING 
AT  CASA! 

Spring  term  begins  April  1.  Classes  of¬ 
fered  at  all  levels,  in  Cambridge  and 
Jamaica  Plain.  Experienced,  native 
Spanish  speaking  teachers,  and  small 
classes.  For  more  information  and  a 
course  schedule,  call  the  Central 
American  Solidarity  Association  at 
492-8699. _ (35) 

"TAX  TAMER"  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own¬ 
ed  and  ooerated.  436-2583.  (39) 

BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7860 


(39), 
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MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC 
INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Uedicel  Of  lice 
ConiKtenlial 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

17SS  Baaoon  StreeL  Brooklirie  232-14S9, 
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ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 -I- ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
Invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian.  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  4.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (14J) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,'  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_  (V15.23) 

MOVERS _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 

_ (15.20) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_  (15.3) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
"16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime** 

(V14.32) 
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RESORTS 

LADY  JANE'S  INN  -  P'TOWN 

Newly  built  &  ideally  located.  Private 
baths  &  spacious  rooms.  Separate  out¬ 
side  entrances.  Free  parking  &  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  Common  area  with 
TV  &  VCR.  Tel.(617)487-3387  or  write  to 
7  Central  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657.  (48) 

MIKE'S  BED  AND  BREAKFAST 
STOCKBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 
Get  away  from  the  busy  city.  Spend  a 
week  or  weekend  in  the  beautiful 
Berkshires  at  my  B&B.  Walk  to  town, 
short  drive  to  many  cultural  attractions. 
Call  for  rates  and  reservations.  (413) 
298-4095. _ (35) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
Cozy  woman-only  Inn  located  in  the 
heart  of  snow  country  •  VERMONT.  Ski 
from  our  door  on  miles  of  packed  trails. 
Reasonable  rates,  gorgeous  scenery 
from  every  window.  3y2  hrs.  from 
Boston.  Mid-week  discounts.  Call  (802) 
533-7772. _ (35) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 
The  down-home  place  of  your  dreams 
In  north  country  New  Hampshire. 
Cross-country  ski  from  our  back  door, 
warm  up  in  the  hot  tub.  Down-hill  ski¬ 
ing,  sleigh  rides  &  skating  nearby.  You 
owe  yourself  a  visit  to  the  Highlands 
Inn.  (603)  869-3978.  Box  118G 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Grace  &  Judi, 
Inn  keepers. _ (M) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-51 73  (*38) 
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ffO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OI 
miSON  FIQHT  AGAINST  THEIB  BONDAO^ 
AlAMfMiw  Bartman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  ar^ 
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PRISONERS!  Please  send  us  somel 
doodles,  drawings,  poems  and  I 
poetic  scribblings  for  this  summer’s! 
prisoner  centerspread  of  poetry  and! 
drawings.  DON’T  WORRY  if  you! 
aren’t  a  ‘pro’!  Some  of  your  heart-| 
felt  jottings  and  scribbles  are  the! 
best  we  ever  see!  (But  if  we’re  lucky! 
and  get  a  FLOOD  of  stuff,  please! 
don’t  be  pissed  if  we  can’t  put  in! 
everything.  THANKS!  (this  is  the! 
fun-est  part  of  the  prisoner  projeetj 
—  smile)  _ 


[25  yr  old  lesbian-Indian  looking' fori 
I  penpals  who  enjoy  poetry,  art,  lesbian  I 
I  feminism,  sharing  experiences  andj 
I  the  realness  of  sincere  friendship.  1 1 
I  am  financially  secure  and  need  noj 
I  money.  Women  only  please.  Bettyl 
CURL,  0301 W,  2605  State  St,  Salem] 

I  OR  97310. 

I  Note  to  Betty:  Alas,  No  More  Cages,  j 
the  excellent  periodical  for  women  in  j 
prison,  is  no  more.  Sorry. 

20  yr  old  gay  female  would  like  to] 
I  write  to  people  on  the  outside  who] 
are  willing  to  share  their  interests  and  j 
gain  a  friend.  My  Interests  are  varied 
and  I  like  to  learn  new  things.  LlesI 
HALE,  Box  7007,  Carson  City  NVj 
89702. 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  somel 

I  ladies  if  possible  (inside  or  out).  I  love] 
I  to  rollerskate,  listen  to  nice  music, 
Iplay  sports  of  any  kind.  Diane  CLAY,] 
1273207,  PO  Box  17,  Gig  Harbor,  WA| 
198335. 


[1  am  seeking  a  very  understanding  in- 

I  dividual  who  can  see  that  the  gay 
prisoners  are  trying  to  fight  this  cor¬ 
rupt  system  here  in  Florida  and  that  a 
copy  of  the  Prisoners  Self-Heip  Liliga-  \ 
lion  Manuai,  avaifatle  from  Oceana 

I  Press,  75  Main  St,  Dobbs  Ferry,  NY 
10522,  for  $14  to  prisoners,  would  be  a 

I  GREAT  HELP!!!  Thanks.  Frank 
WADE,  C-064304  (700),  1150  SW 
Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  33456. 

I I  want  to  correspond  with  a  gay  male. 

I  Please  send  picture  if  you  can.  Thank  you 

I  GCN  for  the  beautiful  thing  you  do. 

I  Charlie  McGUlRE,  409532,  Rt  3  Box  59, 

I  Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 

J  I'm  a  Mexican  male  and  very  lonely,  look- 

ling  for  a  friendship,  maybe  a  relationship. 

1  Please  send  photo  if  possible.  Ruben  S. 

J  VILLANUEVA,  365385,  Rt  1  Box  1077, 

iBrazoria  TX  77422. _ _ 


DICTIONARIES!! 

The  Books  for  Prisoners  Project  I 
has  been  sitting  pretty  with  a  BOX  I 
of  dictionaries  from  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  but  now  they’re 
aU  given  out  and  we  need  MORE! 
If  you  or  your  group  would  like  to  I 
donate  an  old  dictionary  or  2,  or  I 
some  money  to  buy  used  or  cheap 
ones,  PLEASE  DO!!!  (Thanks!) 


I  once  received  your  paper  (and  qultelj 
proudly  I  might  add)  but  was  taken! 
out  to  Court  and  lost  contact  with! 
EVERYONE.  I  have  been  gone  for| 
about  a  year  (uncontrollable  by  me)| 
and  am  broken-hearted  to  have  lost| 
contact  with  all  the  friends  I’d  made. 
But  not  I  am  back,  and  I’m  still  gay 
(boyishly)  and  I’d  like  to  run  another 
ad.  I  have  no  need  tor  money,  just  lots 
of  LOVE!  Thanks.  Joey  ROBBINS, 
67291-3-EE,  Box  CN  861,  Trenton  NJ 
08625. _ 

I  write  songs  and  will  write  to  any  age 
or  race,  gay  male  or  female.  I’m  In 
isolation  because  they  harassed  me 
for  being  gay  and  I  fought  back,  so 
they  sent  in  the  ‘riot’  squad  (helmets 
&  shields  etc)  and  beat  me  up,  calling 
me  names  like  ‘homo  bitch’  etc.  If  you 
know  anyone  who  cqn  help,  let  me 
know.  Thanks.  Ricky  LONG, 
333980-Wynne,  Rt  1  Box  1,  Huntsville 
TX  77349. _ 

Please  send  me  some  gay  poetry  and 
books  and  some  politics.  There  are 
several  guys  in  here  who  want  to  bor¬ 
row  this  stuff  but'don’t  want  to  ask  for 
it.  Thanks  a  lot  for  the  GCN!  If  you 
would  put  a  penpal  ad  in  for  me  too, 
please.  Thorrias  Edward  CLARK, 
289738,  Box  777  (C-2-16),  Monroe  WA 
98272.  _ 

I  was  a  drag  queen  for  a  couple  years  I 
on  the  streets,  love  to  wear  nice 
clothes  and  write  poems.  I  will  send 
you  some.  I  hope  to  live  in  the  Rhode 
Island  area  when  I  get  out.  Please  ask 
if  someone  wants  to  write.  Marshall 
WOOD,  PO  Box  430,  Dillwyn  VA  23936 

I’m  in  prison  for  a  non-violent  crime. 
It’s  a  depressing  atmosphere, 
especially  with  every  gay  being  jabb¬ 
ed  about  AIDS.  I  would  like  someone 
to  write  (and  to  cuddle  up  with  too, 
thank  you  —  smile)  David  BEAU- 1 
DOIN,  166275,  6605  W.  138th  Ave, 
Holland  Ml  49423. _ 

Sagacious,  32  yr  old,  ex-hi  fashion  j 
model,  6ft  Black  man,  seeking 
sincere  correspondence  with  gay 
men.  Prisoners  welcome.  Let’s  do 
this  time  together.  Dick  RICHARDS, 
43175,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  | 
97310.  

TV/TS  info  service 
North  American  Transvestite 
Transsexual  Clearinghouse,  6(X}  E. 
Pine  St,  Seattle,- WA  98122.  (206)] 
624-8266 


I  Slim,  Black  male,  very  easy  to  get  along 
I  with.  I’m  not  gay  but  I’ve  had  a  gay  lover  j 
before  and  I’m  interested  to  meet  so- 
I  meone  gay  who  I  can  be  friends  with.  So  if  j 
you’re  Black,  white  or  whatever,  please  [ 
write  and  let’s  be  friends.  Donald  DASH, 

1  86C-172,  Box  51,  Comstock  NY  12821. 

I'm  have  many  interests,  such  as  bowling, 
reading,  writing,  sports,  dancing  and  so  j 
much  more.  I’d  like  to  write  to  someone.  I 
Michael  FRY,  182231,  Box  45699,] 

I  Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

I I  would  love  to  hear  from  other  gay  men 

I  as  well  as  bi’s  and  femme’s.  TVs  and  TSs 
1  are  especially  welcome.  Letters  with 
I  photos  answered  first !  Sexy  shots  prefer- 
I  red,  please.  John  STAPLES,  408155,  Rt  1 
I  Box  1077,  Brazoria  TX  77422. _ 


vErry 


Would  love  to  hear  from  GM-TV-TS| 
both  aggressive  and  passive,  fr  and! 
I  gk.  I’ve  been  transferred  and  would] 
like  some  sexy  letters.  Tommy] 
BLANKENSHIP,  195-152,  Box  5500, 
Chillicothe  OH  45601. _ 

CHRISTIE,  hope  you  got  my  letter!  If  I 
not,  write  me!  Patrick  WILEY, 
A-640517,  1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  In- 
diantown  FL  33456. _ 

I’m  in  a  halfway  house  (finally)  but  the 
town  is  a  hillbilly  haven  with  Jerry  | 
Falwell  down  the  road.  I  need  some 
companionship  and  someday  would 
I  like  to  move  to  Calif.  I’m  25  and  horny 
I  as  hell.  Please  write.  Jim  SIPES.  Box 
136,  New  Windsor  MD  21776. _ 

Two  good-hearted  men  looking  for 
outside  correspondents.  Like  R‘’n  R, 
parties,  sex  and  people  In  general. 
Please  write  (either  or  both):  David 
PICKLE,  321016,  Rt  3  Box  59, 
Rosharon  TX  77583;  or  John  ‘Steve’ 
RITCHIE,  400166,  Rt  3  Box  59, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. 


Used  (foreign)  STAMPS— FREEl 
We  have  some  used  stamps  that  we’ve 
been  collecting  this  year  and  will  pass 
them  on  to  those  prisoners  who  collect 
stamps.  Please  write  for  some  ONLY  If 
you’ve  checked  to  see  If  yon  can  get  used 
stamps  through  the  mail.  We’U  wait  a 
month  and  see  how  many  requests  we  get, 
then  we’ll  divide  them  np  equally  among 
the  askers  and  send  them  out,  to  he  pa- 
tieUt.  Thanks. _ 
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March  7 
to 

March  20 


United  Fruit  Company,  14  Saturday 


7  Saturday 

Dorchester  —  10th  annual  International 
Women’s  Day  celebration.  Grover 
Cleveland  School,  11  Charles  St.,  Fields 
Corner.  9AM-4PM.  Wheelchair  accessible, 
Spanish  &  ASL  interpreted.  Info: 

265- 4657. 

Boston  —  Mother's  Meat  and  Freud’s 
Flesh,  a  film  by  Demetrios  Estdelacropolis 
about  a  gay  porn  star.  BF/VF,  1126 
Boylston  St.  10PM.  $4.  Info;  536-1540. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Prom  by  DOB.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  No  liquor/smoking.  $6  non¬ 
members,  $5  members.  Info;  661-3633. 

Worcester  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club 
potiuck  supper  &  Contra  Dancing.  $4.  Info; 
Elaine  (203)  232-5649  or  Evelyn, 
628-9370. 

8  Sunday 

Boston  —  International  Women’s  Day  coali¬ 
tion  march  and  rally.  Government  Center, 
noon.  U.  Mass.  Arlington  St.,  1PM.  Info; 
628-8964. 

Cambridge  —  An  evening  of  live  jazz  &  film 
to  benefit  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Harvard- 
Epworth  Church,  1555  Mass.  Ave.  $5. 

Roxbury  —  The  Black  Men’s  Association 
presents  In  the  Life  editor  Joseph  Beam 
and  contributors  Reginald  Shepard  &  Philip 
Robinson.  First  Church  of  Roxbury,  0  Put¬ 
nam  St.  6PM.  $2  donation. 

Cambridge  —  Libana  hosts  an  open  sing 
for  women’s  voices.  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  3-5PM.  $5. 
Childcare  provided.  Info:  395-1920. 

Boston  —  A  serious/sensuous  comedy  for 
International  Women’s  Day, 
■’Speakeasy,”  with  Folami.  Uptown  965, 
965  Mass.  Ave.  7:30PM.  $7  in  advance, 
$8  at  door.  Info:  524-7710. 

Boston  —  BNN-TV  celebrates  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Women’s  Day.  Noon-5PM. 

Boston  —  International  Women’s  Day 
Radio  Broadcast.  All  day.  WMBR,  88.1 
FM. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Kookaburra’s  Cof¬ 
feehouse  presents  Amelia  &  Jennifer  Plus 
Two.  Green  Street  Station,  131  Green  St. 
7-10PM.  $4.  Info:  522-3303. 

9  monday 

Boston  —  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance 
public  safety  committee  forum  on  anti- 
losbian/gay  violence.  Piemonte  Rm.,  City 
Hall,  5th  fl..  Congress  St.  entrance.  7PM. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Info;  236-1641  or 

266- 6864. 


10  tuesday 

Boston  —  Healing  service  for  all  those  af¬ 
fected  by  AIDS.  Cathedral  Church  of  St. 
Paul,  138  Tremont  St.  7:30PM.  ASL  inter¬ 
preted.  Info:  742-4720. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  presents  Silent  Pioneers.  Sulivan 
Bldg.,  #105,  Salem  State  College,  Rt.  114, 
Lafayette  St.  7PM.  Free.  Info;  745-3848. 

Cambridge  —  WITCH  presents  Emily 
Culpepper:  “Parthenogenetic  Method: 
Contructing  a  Female  Train  of  Thought.” 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St. 
8PM.  $5.  Info:  491-3549. 

Cambridge  —  Filmmakers  Joan  Churchill 
and  Nick  Broomfield  show  excerpts  from 
Lily  Tomlin:  The  Film  behind  the  Show. 
MIT,  Weisner  Building,  Bartos  Theater,  20 
Ames  St.  7PM.  $6.  Info;  444-6309. 

11  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Dept,  of  Public  Health;  Update 
on  AIDS,  the  Massachusetts  Response. 
Gardner  Aud.,  State  House.  7-9PM. 

Boston  —  NOW’S  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Ave. 
6;30PM.  Free.  Info;  782-1056. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  Discussion  Group. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  The  Frank  Chickens,  a 

Japanese  punk  feminist  duo.  Man  Ray, 
Brookline  St.  Also  at  the  Brattle  Theater, 
Harvard  Sq.,  Thurs.  &  Fri.  Info:  876-6833. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  35 -f-  discuss 
“Shall  I  Move  in  with  Her?”  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  ‘‘Say  it  Sister,”  hosted  by  Jen¬ 
nifer  Abod.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

12  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Barney  Frank  will  speak  on 
the  status  of  gay  rights.  Kennedy  School  of 
Gov’t.,  Harvard  Sq.  8PM.  Free.  Wheel¬ 
chair  accessible.  Info:  495-1370. 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading;  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  7PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 
Network  discusses  single  lesbians  raising 
children  &  alternative  families.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 

13  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Randolph  —  Gay  Professional  Women 
presents  storyteller  Jennifer  Justice.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Country  Club.  8PM.  Free  to 
members,  guests  $5.  Info:  Christine  Bur¬ 
ton,  328-5685. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8PM.  In¬ 
fo;  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Nicaragua,  a  film 
presented  by  Worker’s  World  to  celebrate 
IWD.  295  Huntington  Ave.  7:30PM.  $2 
donation.  Childcare  provided.  Info: 
247-1778. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  22  and  under. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

14  Saturday 

Boston  —  Eroticizing  safer  sex  workshop. 
Sponsored  by  AIDS  Action.  Arlington 
Street  Church  basement.  1-4PM.  $5  dona¬ 
tion.  Info:  437-6200. 

Rhode  Island  —  R.l.  Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
Committee  benefit:  Oldies  Night,  The  Loft, 
Smithfield.  9PM.  Info;  P.O.  Box  4486  E. 
Providence,  02915. 


I  Cambridge  —  Le  Gay  Cabaret  with  Kate 
Rushin,  United  Fruit  Co.  and  others,  to 
benefit  Gay  Community  News.  Paine  Hall, 
Harvard  Univ.  7;30PM.  $5-10.  Wheelchair 
accessible,  ASL  interpreted,  childcare  by 
reservation.  Info;  426-4469. 

Tewksbury  —  The  Gaylaxians,  a  social 
group  for  gay  people  interested  in  s/f  & 
fantasy.  3PM.  Info:  Gaylaxians,  P.O.Box 
1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  02117. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles  discuss: 
“Intimacy,  Spirituality  &  Love. “DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8PM.  Info;  Jean,  277-8150. 

15  Sunday 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  Purim  Brunch  (dairy 
veggie  potiuck)  and  Megillah  reading. 
1762  Beacon  St.  Workmen’s  Circle. 
12:30PM.  Info:  782-8894. 

Brookline  —  Brookline,  Brighton,  Allston 
lesbian  neighborhood  potiuck  dinner  & 
^board  games.  6PM.  Info:  327-1404. 

Watertown  —  Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town  monthly  mooting.  7PM.  Info:  Rich, 
926-5371  or  Mary  Ann,  894-7625. 

Bridgton,  ME  —  Gay  Men’s  Social  Assoc. 

potiuck  brunch.  1-5PM.  All  gay  and  bi¬ 
sexual  men  welcome.  BYOB.  Info:  (603) 
367-8304. 

16  monday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  parents  &  co¬ 
parents  rap.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info: 
661-3633. 


The  Frank  Chickens,  11  Wednesday 


17  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
discussion,  ‘Your  Rights  as  a  Gay  Father,” 
with  speaker  Kevin  Cathcart.  Info; 
742-7897. 

18  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  over  49  discuss, 
“Lesbians  Who  Love  Too  Much.”  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

19  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Ann  Reed  in  concert.  Allegra 
Coffeehouse,  YWCA  7  Temple  St.  8PM. 
$6.  Info:  547-1378. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6-8PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

20  friday 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  presents  an  Afro- 
American  double  feature:  No  Vietnamese 
Ever  Ceiled  Me  Nigger  and  A  People 
United.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  7:30PM.  Info: 
625-9729. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theatre  Festival  opens 
with  “Alarms,”  by  Monstrous  Regiment 
theatre  company.  Northeastern  Univ. 
Alumni  Aud.,  360  Huntington  Ave.  8PM. 
$10-12.50.  Info:  787-2637. 


Marlene.  Written  and  directed  by  Max¬ 
imilian  Schell.  At  the  Nickelodeon,  Boston. 

“Films  are  dreams,”  says  director 
Maximilian  Schell  in  his  notes  on 
Marlene,  his  documentary  of  la 
Dietrich.  And  watching  the  movie  you 
can  see  —  and  feel  —  what  he  means. 
When  he  was  first  contracted  to  do  the 
project,  they  convinced  Dietrich,  now  in 
her  mid-80s,  to  be  interviewed.  She  con¬ 
sented  but  refused  to  be  photographed. 
This  left  Schell  with  the  problem  of 
what  to  put  on  the  screen.  With  six  days 
worth  of  recorded  interviews  he  set 
about  looking  for  visuals  —  and  a 
framework  —  which  would  make  sense. 
What  he  has  ended  up  with  is  a  compi¬ 
lation  of  photos  and  film  clips  which 
show  Dietrich’s  ever-changing  career 
and  image.  But  what  might  have  been 
just  another  humdrum  documentary 
has  been  transformed  into  a  Fellini- 
esque  meditation  on  the  nature  of  film, 
and  the  terror  and  pity  of  being  a  film 
star. 

Since  he  could  not  film  Dietrich  her¬ 
self,  or  even  her  home,  Schell  spends 
part  of  his  film  showing  us  the  step-by- 
step  recreation  of  his  memory  of 
Dietrich's  apartment.  As  we  see  the 
social  and  physical  construction  of  a 
star  through  the  decades  in  the  many 
(and  all  wonderful)  film  segments,  we 
are  also  watching  this  film  being  made. 
Schell  shows  us  the  editing  process, 
the  staff  checking  and  rechecking  facts 
—  Dietrich  is  prone  to  telling  wholesale 
lies  —  and  the  director  himself  trying  to 
shape  the  endless  facts  of  a  life  into  a 
97-minute  movie.  In  Marlene,  as  in  an 
Escher  print,  life  and  art,  fact  and  fic¬ 
tion,  film  and  reality  form  a  never- 
ending  pattern  with  no  beginning  or 
end. 

Schell’s  interview  with  Dietrich  her¬ 
self  is  both  affectionate  and  annoying. 
She  refuses  to  answer  any  really  hard 
questions.  Many  times  she  won’t  even 
answer  the  easy  ones.  Schell  clearly 
avoids  asking  anything  too  personal  — 
there  is  no  mention  of  her  sex  life,  no 
mention  of  the  rumored  lesbian  affairs 
(Dionne  Warwick  is  allegedly  included 
in  this  list),  or  even  anything  very  per¬ 
sonal  about  her  professional  relation¬ 
ships.  But  when  he  does  get  a  good 
quote,  Schell  knows  precisely  how  to  il¬ 
lustrate  it:  Dietrich  on  women’s  libera¬ 
tion  —  her  views  are  antediluvian  —  is 
juxtaposed  with  her  in  a  gorilla  suit 
singing  “Hot  Voodoo”  in  Blonde  Venus. 

But  what  is  most  striking  about  the 
interview  itself  is  listening  to  Dietrich 
struggle  to  keep  her  own  life  in  perspec¬ 
tive.  Her  crankiness  and  absolute 
refusal  to  engage  in  any  sentiment  — 
or  “kitsch,”  as  she  puts  it  —  is  clearly  a 
form  of  self-protection,  and  an  attempt 
to  maintain  sanity.  When  faced  with  a 
life  of  invented  glamour,  false  images 
and  a  screen  personality  to  which  no 
onecould  actually  live  up,  Dietrich  is  the 
staunch  realist:  what  is  real  is  what  she 
is  feeling  at  the  moment;  the  past  is  an 
illusion,  as  unreal  and  fleeting  as  a  film 
image.  Marlene  is  an  enjoyable,  and 
forceful,  movie  about  the  lure  of  the 
movie  dream,  and  the  dangers  of  believ¬ 
ing  in  it. 

—Michael  Bronski 


San  Fran  Film  Fast 

June  19-28 

Deadline  for  entries:  April  15 

Films  and  videos  sought  for  inclusion 
in  11th  annual  San  Francisco  Interna¬ 
tional  Lesbian  and  Gay  Film  Festival. 
Formats  accepted  are  35mm,  16mm, 
super-8,  3/4"  and  1/2"  VHS  NTSC  video 
cassettes.  For  entry  form  write:  Frame¬ 
line,  P.O.  Box  14792,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941 14,  or  call  (415)  861-5245. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 

GayCommunity  News 


Lesbian  &  Gay  Entertainment 


An  Evenins  of 


To  Benefit  Gay  Community  News 


Music,  storytellins, 
poetry,  comedy, 

&  a  special  showing  of 
An  Intelligent  Intercourse 
(A  Tongue-in-Cheek 
Look  at  Sodomy) 


by  Samdperjl  Audio-Visual 


LE 

GAY 


United  Fruit  Company 
Jennifer  Justice 
Kate  Rushin 
Tony  Parker 
Rob  &  Jay 


CABARET! 


Saturday,  March  14, 

7:30  p.m.,  Paine  Hall,  Harvard 
(behind  Science  Center) 
Prices:  $10  contributing, 

$7  regular,  $5  low  income 


ASL  interpreted 
for  the  hearing  impaired. 
Wheelchair  accessible. 
Childcare  by  reservation  only: 
Please  call  523-3772  by  March  9 


Limited  seating  will  be  available  at  the  door.  Advance  tickets  may  be  purchased  at: 
New  Words  Bookstore  or  Bodyworks  Gym  (Cambridge)  *  Red  Book  or  Arborway  Video 
(Jamaica  Plain)  •  Glad  Day  Bookshop  or  the  GCN  office  (downtown).  Tickets  are  also 
available  by  mail  from:  GCN  Tickets,  167  TTemont  Street,  Boston  MA  02111. 

SPECIAL  RAFFLE  DRAWING  THE  NIGHT  OF  THE  PERFORMANCE! 


for  more  information  call  426-4469 


